
 

As always, a huge thank you to everyone who has contributed articles to this edition 

of the newsletter.  The Newsletter relies on articles from members or other 

enthusiasts, whether in a professional or amateur capacity, to share their natural 

history news, knowledge and experience with our members. Your contributions are 

invaluable for promoting the Society.  A special thank you, to John Hawkins and John 

Tinning for their contribution of some beautiful pictures in this Newsletter.  

My apologies to Diane Mattley for the misspelling of Geranium columbinum and the 

duplicate date and incorrect year for the Solanium rostratum of her pressed 

specimens, in the last Newsletter. The year should have been 2019 and  this will be 

corrected for the online copy. 

The Societies annual general meeting took place via Zoom in March 2022.  The 

committee members remain the same following votes cast at the AGM. 

Although Spring is here, I have not found it warm enough to spend much time in the 

garden but I have enjoyed watching the bulbs coming through from the comfort of 

indoors.  One of the downside of the ending of Covid restrictions is my visits to 

Knighton park have declined to just a hand full of times over the last  few months.  

However, I continue to enjoy walking, if my destination is less than 2 miles from our 

house and it also provides a great opportunity to observe local flora and fauna. 

Our last winter outing was to the Jubilee Millennium Woods, and although the trees  

are still young and immature, there were some Lichens to be enjoyed.  Ivan shared 

his immense knowledge on the subject as always, with great passion and 

enthusiasm. One of the first Lichen I learned to identify was Xanthoria parietina, 

which is commonly seen. In Jubilee Woods, Ivan pointed out two further Xanthoria 

species. I would like to share them with you here and thank to David Nicholls for the 

images. You may have already seen them when browsing the NatureSpot web site, a 

great resource at our finger tips. 
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Summary 

This period included episodes of settled weather, 

particularly in the earlier parts of September and 

November, but also significant storms. The first winter 

snow arrived early on November the 27
th
, 28th and 29

th
. 

In mid-February, we saw the passage of 3 named storm 

systems across the UK in the space of a single week. 

This is the first time this has occurred since storm 

naming was introduced and led to some local impacts 

during the passage of Storm Eunice on the 18
th 
of 

February. 

 

September 2021 

September was generally a settled month and it was very 

warm between the 5
th
 and 9

th
. There was heavy rain on 

the 14
th
 with some flooding in parts of the East of 

England, but Leicester did not suffer any major impacts. 

From the 27
th
 it became unsettled, with a tornado being 

reported in Lincolnshire. There was very heavy rain on 

the 28
th
 from mid-afternoon, persisting into the late 

evening. Overall, the average temperature for September 

was 16
o
C with a high of 29.9

o
C recorded on the 7

th
 and a 

low of 6
o
C on the 29

th
. Rainfall total for the month was 43 

mm with the majority falling towards the end of the 

month. A high daily rainfall of 11.2 mm was recorded on 

the 14
th
. Wind direction was variable, initially with more 

Northerly winds but becoming SW towards the end of the 

month. A high wind speed of 21mph recorded on the 

30
th
. The mean barometric pressure was 1017.7mb. 

 

 

October 2021 

October was a reasonably wet month with periods of rain 

between the 1st and 5th, 17th and 21st and 29th and 31st. It 

was also breezy at the start and end of the month. The 

sunniest spells were between 8
th
 and 17

th
. Some areas of 

the country experienced disruption due to flooding, 

particularly towards the end of the month although 

Leicester escaped major impacts. Despite the unsettled 

weather it was generally mild with daytime temperatures 

exceeding 15
o
C on many days. Overall, the average 

local temperature for October was 12.1
o
C with a high of 

19.8
o
C recorded on the 7

th
. A low of 4.9

o
C was recorded 

on the 23
rd
. Rainfall total for the month was 95.8mm. Two 

days of high rainfall were recorded on the 5th (19.2mm) 

and 31
st
 (18.8mm). Wind direction was predominately 

from the SW with a high wind speed of 29mph recorded 

on both 29
th
 and the 31

st
. The mean barometric pressure 

was 1013.3mb.  

 

 

November 2021  

Despite a windy start on the 1
st
, November was settled 

until the 26
th
 when there was rain and then snow on the 

27
th
, 28

th 
and 29

th
 which was sufficient to cover gardens 

and pavements. It was windy on the 27
th
 due to weather 

fronts associated with storm Arwen. The 29
th
 saw a 

significant fall in temperature associated with ice and 

snow. The temperature recovered on the 30
th
 and into 

the start of December. Major weather impacts in 

Eastern Scotland and Northeast England occurred on 

the 26
th
 and 27

th
 due to the very high winds associated 

with storm Arwen resulting in thousands of homes 

losing power and significant property damage and 

unfortunately, some fatalities. A rare Met Office red 

weather warning was issued for these areas during this 

period. The average temperature for November was 

7.5
o
C with a high of 14.3

o
C recorded on the 9

th
 and a 

chilly low of -5.1
o
C recorded on the 29

th
. Rainfall total 

for the month was 29.2 mm. The highest daily rainfall of 

14.8 mm was recorded on the 27
th
. Wind for the month 

was predominately form the SW with occasional 

Northerly winds. A high wind speed of 30mph recorded 

on the 1
st
. The mean barometric pressure was 

1017.1mb.  

  

December 2021 

After the 1
st
 of December the temperature dropped, and 

struggled to get much above 3
o
C until the 11

th 
.The 

weather was unsettled during this period with rain falling 

on every day until the 15
th
. There was a calmer period 

from the 12
th
 to the 22

nd
 with higher daytime 

temperatures up to 13
o
C and light winds. Christmas 

was a rather wet affair with over 6mm of rain falling on 

both Christmas Eve and Day. Low daytime solar energy 

reading reflected the gloomy weather. The last days of 

December also saw more rain and increasing wind 

speed but it became very mild with temperatures 

exceeding 14
o
C. UK weather impacts occurred due to 

high winds from Storm Barra on the 7
th
 and 8

th
 with 

more significant impact in Ireland. Leicester escaped 

major damage. The average temperature for December 

was 6.6
o
C with a balmy winter high of 15

o
C recorded on 

the 30th and a low of -4.6
o
C recorded on the 8

th
. 

Rainfall total for the month was 53.3 mm. The highest 

daily rainfall of 6.8 mm was recorded on both the 24
th
 

and 25
th
. Wind direction was from the SW. A high wind 

speed of 29mph was recorded on the 7
th
. The mean 

barometric pressure was 1011.7mb. 
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Weather Summary: Tim Hartshorne 

Measurements from vantage pro2 weather station and cross checked with local Met Office 

data. 



 

January 2022 

The month started very mild but unsettled with 

moderately heavy rain on the 2
nd
.The temperature 

dropped significantly from the 4
th
 with frost occurring 

overnight from the 5
th
 to the 6

th
 as the temperature 

dipped below -4
o
C. After a rainy day on the 8

th
 high 

pressure began to build from the 10
th
 with a period of 

stable weather although light winds and low 

temperatures around the middle of the month resulted in 

some misty and foggy mornings. The end of the month 

saw the arrival of storms Malik (29
th
) and Corrie (30

th 
- 

31st) causing widespread disruption and damage to 

Northern England and Scotland with power outages. 

Although stormy, Leicester avoided severe impacts .The 

average temperature for January was 4.6
o
C with a high 

of 14
0
C recorded on the 1

st
 and a low of ï4.2

o
C recorded 

on the 6
th
. Rainfall total for the month was 22 mm. The 

highest daily rainfall of 5.4 mm was recorded on the 8
th
. 

Wind direction was predominately from, the SW. A high 

wind speed of 37mph was recorded on the 29
th 
(Storm 

Malik). The mean barometric pressure was 1024.7mb.  

  

February 2022 

The month began mild and settled but there was 

significant rain between the 4
th
 and 6

th
 becoming drier 

and calmer between 7
th
 and 11

th
. Winds started 

increasing from the 12
th
 with periods of heavy rain 

between the 13
th
 and 15

th
. Between the 16

th
 and 21

st
 the 

weather was extremely stormy across the UK due to the 

passage of three named Storm systems Dudley, Eunice 

and Franklin. An amber weather warning for high winds 

was issued for the East Midlands during the passage of 

storm Eunice on the18th. East Midlands trains cancelled 

most services and there were problems with overturned 

high sided vehicles, and damage to properties in 

Leicestershire. Rare red weather warning were issued 

for the SW and SE and part of the roof of the O2 arena 

in London was ripped off during Storm Eunice. The last 

week of the month brought sunnier weather with 

decreasing wind speeds but there was heavy rainfall in 

the early hours of the 24
th
 and during the evening of the 

28
th
. The average local temperature for February was 

7.1
o
C with a high of 15.2

o
C recorded on the 16

th
 and a 

low of -1
o
C recorded on the 7

th
. Rainfall total for the 

month was 74.8 mm. The highest daily rainfall of 9.2 

mm was recorded on the 20
th
. Wind direction was 

dominant from the SW. High wind speeds of 39 mph 

were recorded on the 18
th
. The mean barometric 

pressure was 1013mb. 

 

This plot shows the passage of storm Eunice on the 18
th
 

of February and the subsequent two days leading to the 

imminent arrival of Storm Franklin, which did not have a 

major impact on Leicester. The red line is outside 

temperature (Degrees Centigrade can not be shown on 

the Y axis but the top of the scale is 12
o
C). The black 

line represents maximum wind speed or gusts. (Left Y 

axis, MPH). The green line is average wind speed (Left 

Y axis, MPH). The orange line represents wind direction 

which is shown on the right Y axis. It can be seen as 

Eunice approaches the wind is veering (a clockwise 

rotation from SE, to S, to SW and towards W) as the 

depression tracks to the North of Leicester. The blue 

bars represent rain fall. Yellow bars indicate solar 

energy recorded over each day. It is interesting that 

there is a short drop in wind speed late on the 19
th
 as 

Storm Eunice tracks towards the Baltic and Storm 

Franklin is in the Atlantic. Although a maximum wind 

speed of 39mph was recorded this is from an urban 

setting with building and trees in the vicinity. Wind gusts 

in open country side are likely to have been higher.  
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Weather Continued 



 

Undeterred by cold, grey weather and a closed road in 

Birstall, a large group of members assembled both to 

catch up with each other after the New Year and to 

explore the natural history that can be found even in the 

middle of winter.  Our leader was Russell Parry.  At this 

time of year, birds on and around the lakes were the 

main target but some members were tempted from the 

path by alluring fungi, while there were also one or two 

noteworthy observations for the botanists and a mystery 

for us to investigate at the end. 

Russell recorded that we saw or heard 35 different bird 

species.  Itôs fair to say that none of them was 

unexpected but an early treat was provided by a 

Goldcrest, which seemed quite unconcerned at being 

observed from close range ï ñconfidingò as the 

ornithologists say.  Perhaps the bird has become used 

to the many people who visit the Park for dog-walking 

and other exercise.  On the water there was a fair 

variety of ducks, all in fine breeding plumage, of which 

Shoveler was surprisingly the most abundant species.  

Itôs always a pleasure to see Lapwing and there were 

several of them on the tern rafts, along with numerous 

Black-Headed Gulls and a few Common Gulls for 

comparison.  In a linguistic diversion, I was interested to 

learn from Uta Hamzaoui that a Tufted Duck is known in 

German as eine Reiherente ï ñheron duckò ï 

presumably because of its similar crest.  Later in the 

walk, those at the front of the group were rewarded with 

close views of Goosander, the males looking particularly 

smart with their heads of darkest green that contrast 

against brilliant white bodies traced with fine black lines. 

    

 

We were able to identify nine species of fungi, although 

the most impressive one was initially a challenge.  

Growing on the side of a birch stump, it turned out to be 

Chicken-of-the-Woods Laetiporus sulphureus, which 

had faded with age from its distinctive yellow colour.  

Other finds included Glistening Inkcap Coprinellus 

micaceus, Blushing Bracket Daedaleopsis confragosa 

and Yellow Brain Tremella mesenterica. 
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Field Meeting at Watermead Country Park, 15th January 2022: Peter Smith 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus   É John Hawkins 

Goosander Mergus merganser   É John Hawkins 

Chicken-of-the-Woods Laetiporus sulphureus  É Hazel Graves 

Glistening Inkcap Coprinellus micaceus  É Hazel Graves 


