
 

Once again, I want to thank everybody for their fantastic support and 

contributions as the newsletter would not be possible without these. 

Please do drop me a line via email or catch me at the meetings with 

any articles or news for publication. Whether you are an expert or new 

to the field of natural history, the newsletter is a forum to share 

knowledge and experience and is an important platform for promoting 

the Society.  

In view of the recent discussions and the drive  to increase our mem-

bership, it was decided that one of the methods of promoting the Socie-

ty is via a display and information board that can be used at meetings 

and events. We based the new board on an existing display board cre-

ated by Jan Dawson and I, which had been used in previous open days 

at the New Walk Museum, in 2017 and 2018.  An informal group will be 

updating and developing the display board to include information relat-

ed to meetings field-trips and membership applications. This group includes Ha-

zel Graves, Rowan Roenisch, Caroline Drummond  and myself.  We hope to call 

on other contributors in due course.  

The  accompanying picture shows the display board at the  Annual Recorders 

Conference at Rothley where we received very positive feedback. Hazel  and 

Richard Graves also arranged for the display board to be positioned in the foyer 

of  the New Walk Museum  for the joint meeting with the Parent Body delivered 

by Professor Dave Goulson, who presented a talk on  ‘Conserving Bumble 

Bees’. The presentation was hugely popular and extra seating was required. He 

described the increasing pressures that bees face including, the use of pesti-

cides, viruses and the increasing loss of plant and field diversity. Even at a local 

level it appears that some of the plants we buy at garden centers have been 

treated with insecticide that are toxic to bees and other insects. 

He concluded with advice on how we can help Bees in our garden including, not 

mowing lawns so frequently and also creating ‘Bee hotels’ from wooden poles. 

Summer Outings: With longer daylight hours we will be resuming our summer 

program in April. Please refer to the separate outings card. 

Members’ Exhibition and Photography Evening: As always it is an evening 

for members to get involved. Members are encouraged to share pictures or bring 

in displays or give short presentations. If you would like to contribute, please 

phone Jan to express your interest prior to the meeting. 

The copy date for the Autumn Edition is 15th August 2019 
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Summary 

 

Compared to many parts of the Country, Leicestershire 

escaped most  major weather impacts over this period. 

Most notable for this reporting period was the unsea-

sonably high temperatures towards the end of Febru-

ary. 

  

September 2018  

 

The beginning of September was reasonably settled 

with warm temperatures until the 4
th
 when it turned 

cooler.  There were showers on the 6
th
 and 12

th
 ac-

companied with brisk westerly winds. From the 17
th
 

conditions became unsettled across the UK as storms 

Helena, Ali and Bronagh passed in quick succession. 

Locally, stormy weather and high wind speeds were 

observed between the 19th and 21st and this resulted in 

disruption to flights at East Midlands airport. The 

weather was settled in the final week of the month with 

no rainfall and clear skies and temperatures dropping 

to just above freezing at around 6:30am on the 29
th

.  

Overall, the average temperature was 13.8
o
C with a 

high of 26.1
o
C recorded on the 2nd and a low of 1.2

o
C 

on the 29
th
. Rainfall total for the month was 28.6 mm. 

A high daily rainfall of 14 mm was recorded on the 

20
th
. Wind direction was mainly from the SW with a 

high wind speed of 35mph recorded on the 19th. The 

mean barometric pressure was 1018mb.  

 

October 2018 

  

October did not produce any major weather impacts 

locally apart from Storm Callum passing across the UK 

resulting in the onset of windy and rainy conditions 

locally between the 12
th
 and 14

th
. From the 26

th
 a Nor-

therly airflow of cold Arctic air descended across the 

country leading to a drop in daytime temperatures to 

single figures and localised frost.  

Overall, the average temperature was 11oC with a high 

of 24.1
o
C recorded on both the 10

th
 and 13

th
. A low of -

0.8
o
C was recorded on the 31st. Rainfall total for the 

month was 32.8 mm. The highest daily rainfall of 18 

mm was recorded on the 14
th
. Wind for the month var-

ied between northerly and SW  directions. A high wind 

speed of 31mph recorded on the 12th. The mean bar-

ometric pressure was 1015.7mb.  

November 2018  

 

The month started fairly cool for the first three days 

but then became warmer until the 16
th

 when the 

weather became more unsettled. There were no ma-

jor weather impacts locally apart from wintery show-

ers. Unfortunately, I noticed that my wind speed 

gauge was not working correctly this month and this 

may have been a result of blackbirds using it as a 

‘look out’ post. I managed to correct the problem by 

then end of the month  and no blackbirds were 

harmed in the process!  The average temperature 

was 8
o
C with a high of 14.7

o
C recorded on the 6

th
 a 

low of -2
o
C recorded on the 27th. Rainfall total for the 

month was 19.2 mm. The highest daily rainfall of 5 

mm was recorded on the 27
th
. The mean barometric 

pressure was 1009.6mb.  

 

December 2018  

 

December started relatively mild but it was wet and 

windy at times. In the second week it was cooler but 

mainly sunny but from the 19
th
 through to the 23

rd
 

there were periods of heavy rain especially on 21
st
. 

The end of the year ended relatively mild with a high 

of 10
0
C on the 31

st
. 

The average temperature was 6.3
o
C with a high of 

12.9
0
C recorded on both the 29

th
 a low of -2.5

o
C rec-

orded on the 14th. Rainfall total for the month was 

53.2 mm. The highest daily rainfall of 14.6 mm was 

recorded on the 21
st
. Wind direction was variable for 

the month with winds from the south being slightly 

more dominant. A high wind speed of 28mph record-

ed on the 8th. The mean barometric pressure was 

1013mb.  

 

January 2019 

 

January started dry and reasonably settled. Nighttime 

temperatures dropped to -3.7
o
C on the 4

th
 with some 

frost. It was cool in the middle of the month with tem-

peratures dropping further at the end of the month 

resulting in some icy conditions. Although Leicester 

escaped the worst of the weather between the 30
th
 

and 31
st
 there was considerable travel disruption 
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Weather Summary: Tim Hartshorne 

Measurements from vantage pro2 weather station and cross checked with local Met Office 

data. 



 

around  the UK and reports of people stranded in cars on 

the A30 in the south west. 

The average temperature was 4.2
o
C with a high of 

11.5
o
C recorded on the 7

th
 and a low of -6.7

o
C recorded 

on the 31st. Rainfall total for the month was 20.6 mm. 

The highest daily rainfall of 4 mm was recorded on the 

29th. Wind direction was very variable for the month. A 

high wind speed of 33mph recorded on the 27th. The 

mean barometric pressure was 1002mb.  

 

February 2019 

 

The month started cool and unsettled with snow in some 

parts of the country. Storm Erik brought high winds and 

rainy weather on the 8
th
 and 9

th
. The month was most 

notable for the final week when temperatures turned un-

seasonably warm partly as a result of high pressure and 

southerly winds. The Met Office reported a balmy 

21.2
0
C at Kew Gardens.  They also reported the 

provisional UK mean temperature as 6.0
o
C, which 

is 2.4
o
C above the 1981-2010 long-term average. 

Gorse fires at Arthur’s Seat in Edinburgh were re-

ported at the end of the month. There are fears that 

this may have had an impact on the scarce popula-

tion of the bordered brown lacewings. 

The average local temperature was 6.3
o
C with a 

high of 19.3
o
C recorded on the 26

th
 and a low of -

6.10C recorded on the 3rd. Rainfall total for the 

month was 23 mm. The highest daily rainfall of 

10.6 mm was recorded on the 9th. Wind direction 

was dominant from the SW, particularly for the sec-

ond half of the month reflecting the higher tempera-

tures. High wind speeds of 33mph were recorded 

on both the 8
th
 and 9th. The mean barometric pres-

sure was 1014.2mb.  

 

Ivan Pedley’s books accompanying his talk on Sardinia.  Images : Nicola Bashforth 
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Weather continued 



 

Dear reader, please may I assume that you are in-

terested in our local wildlife? If so, do you make a 

note of what you observe? If you do, then you are a 

recorder. If you do not, then perhaps this article 

might persuade you to make a start. In the field of 

local botany we are now blessed in many ways: 

We have fantastic and still developing resources for 

taxon identification 

Our subjects don’t move on examination 

Interest is sustained from the moment we start look-

ing, wherever we are 

And, the particular subject of this article, we have 

fascinating historical records for comparison with 

our present day findings. 

 

However, following on from this last point, the coun-

ties of Leicestershire and Rutland are not particular-

ly rich in early records. Just five pre 1700 species’ 

records remain, but even these seem to point to 

some of the reasons for changes in the two coun-

ties’ (VC55) wild plant populations. 

• Woad (Isatis tinctoria) is our very first rec-

orded plant, from 1653. It was introduced by 

humans as a dye plant. Our last VC55 rec-

ord was in 1954. Its persistence and eventu-

al disappearance are probably connected to 

its usefulness to us. 

• Crested Cow-wheat (Melampyrum cris-

tatum) is next, from 1666. Humans are 

drawn to its charismatic inflorescences with 

their purple bracts and by its relative rarity. 

It is our first recorded native, i.e. it is thought 

to have arrived in Britain without human aid. 

It was last recorded in 1964 in Newell 

Wood. Sadly even ‘official’ botanists operat-

ing on behalf of the Botanical Society of 

Britain and Ireland have been refused per-

mission by the present owner to re-survey 

there. 

• Just one year later comes Perennial Flax 

(Linum perenne). Its flowers are very attrac-

tive to humans, and it is also thought to be 

native. Its last ‘wild’ population was record-

ed in 1963 (although a re-introduction was 

found in 2017) at Shacklewell Hollow where its 

habitat was destroyed by the owner. 

• 1670 provides our first record of a very differ-

ent species, Lombardy Poplar (Populus nigra 

‘italica’). People still find it very useful for its 

neat, rapid growth, so it now occurs much 

more commonly. It is one of a very small hand-

ful of plants which can be recorded from over 

100 metres away and at 70 mph! 

• Dwarf Elder (Sambucus ebulus) is our last 17
th
 

century record. It was introduced by humans 

for its medicinal properties and, although not 

common here, recent records come from 

Loughborough, Hose and Barrowden. 

 

Our early history of these five species seems to make 

some relevant points.  

• Their selection indicates human bias towards 

recording useful or attractive or easily identi-

fied species. 

• Their survival is largely dependent on their 

usefulness to humans. Attractiveness to hu-

mans didn’t do too much for the two natives 

above! 

• With just 2 apparent survivors from these 5, 

change is the order of our day. 

• The 20th century already looks like a particular-

ly dangerous time for native species. 

• Finally current day recording is particularly 

hampered by access limitation. 

 

However, we must not dwell solely on negatives. 18
th
 

century recorders added almost 700 locally occurring 

taxa and more than 90% still grow here. My first local 

botanical hero, the Rev. Richard Pulteney, was re-

sponsible for most of these: most impressive for a 

young man with the very limited identification re-

sources of his time. He lived and worked in Loughbor-

ough and Leicester from 1730 until c.1760.  

 

My second local botanical star was Miss Mary Kirby 

who wrote the very first Flora of Leicestershire, pub-
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The Joys of a 21
st

 Century (Botanical) Recorder: Russell Parry 



 

lished in 1850, by which time at least a further 330 local 

taxa had been identified. About 17% of these are no 

longer with us. 

 

Next comes the team of Mott, Carter, Cooper, Cooper 

and Finch, who published their flora covering the same 

area in 1886, by which time more than another 100 taxa 

were included. They were the first to divide the county 

into recording regions. They described 12 regions and 

enumerated the number of records for each taxon in 

each region, a mighty task without today’s technology!  

 

Then in my view, our greatest local flora so far, was pub-

lished in 1933. Arthur Horwood put together almost a 

thousand closely printed pages about both counties. He 

continued the 1886  division of Leicestershire into 12 dis-

tricts making direct comparisons possible, added Rut-

land, making this that county’s very first flora; and added 

about 400 further taxa which we still recognise today. 

Mention must also be made of the separation of many 

taxa no longer used by present day botanists, e.g. 10 

variations of Shepherd’s-purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris) 

with localities for each! 

 

Following this gargantuan effort, over 250 more taxa 

were included in the two later 20
th
 century floras, one 

each for Leicestershire and Rutland; then another 

200 for Michael Jeeves’ 2011 checklist for the two 

counties; and since then with a larger team of re-

corders, better transport and much better identifica-

tion resources, we have added at least another 200. 

 

It is so rewarding to be able to build on the research 

and science of so many fine botanists, whose rec-

ords will help us to develop such a meaningful ac-

count of the changes we have brought about in the 

natural world. No wonder we are finding vascular 

plant recording so absorbing. We can scarcely keep 

up with the changes! 

 

The Joys of a 21
st

 Century (Botanical) Recorder Continued 
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Publications and Information available at The Annual Recorders Conference 2019 

A copy of  the Recorder 2018, can be ob-
tained from The Wild Life Trust.  

The  Recorder 2019 copy is out in April. 

Perennial Flax Linum perenne   

Col de Perves in the Pyrenees in 2010  



 

Springtails are small, ubiquitous and mostly over-

looked. Why study springtails? Common worldwide 

including in Antarctica, springtails are important cogs 

in terrestrial ecosystems. Their actions are significant 

in soil formation and fertility, generating humus and 

recycling nutrients into forms readily available to 

plants. At a time when soils are under threat, spring-

tails play a vital role in soil health. Fossil forms dating 

back over 400 million years are almost identical to tiny 

but very common species found today in every gar-

den, park and field in Leicestershire and Rutland. 

Springtails are classified into four Orders based on 

body proportions (Figure 1). 

 

• Neelipleona  - tiny, primitive species very simi-

lar to the earliest fossil forms.  

• Entomobryomorpha - species with elongated 

bodies.  

• Poduromorpha - oval shaped species with 

short legs. 

• Symphypleona - globular springtails with al-

most spherical bodies. 

 

 

Figure 1: Springtail diversity.  

 

A) Megalothorax minimus (Neelipleona) 

B) Monobella grassei (Poduromorpha) 

C) Entomobrya multifasciata (Entomobryomorpha) 

D) Dicyrtoma fusca (Symphypleona) 

 

 

The Springtails of Leicestershire and Rutland: Alan Cann  
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Our lack of knowledge about springtails raised many 

unanswered questions. Here are three. 

 

How many species of springtails are there in the 

UK? 

 

Around 120 species are officially recognized, but the 

truth is more complex. Some old records are invalid 

species descriptions derived from single specimens, 

and others are almost certainly misidentifications. And 

new species are arriving all the time. Springtails can 

travel surprisingly long distances - under their own 

steam, riding on bird feathers or blown by the wind. 

However, many newly arrived species are anthropo-

chorus - accidentally introduced by human activity, in 

particular the horticultural trade. A good example of this 

is Jordanathrix nr. superba (Figure 2), first recorded in 

the UK in 2008. Its closest relative seems to be a New 

Zealand species. Jordanathrix nr superba is (currently) 

only found at sites of human activity and not “in the 

wild” such as on nature reserves. If you can remember 

the number of tree ferns which were imported into the 

UK in the 1980s (the Titchmarsh Effect), it’s not difficult 

to imagine how it got here.  

 

 

 

 

 

What impact is climate change having on spring-

tails? 

 

It is sometimes said of springtails that “Everything is 

everywhere”, and while there is some truth in this for 

the more generalist species, others show well defined 

habitat preferences, with riparian (wetland) specialists 

and montane (higher altitude) dwellers. An example of 

the latter is Heterosminthurus bilineatus (Figure 3) Page 7 

The Springtails of Leicestershire and Rutland Continued 

which, to date, I have only found on Charnwood. Most 

springtails are exquisitely sensitive to desiccation. 

During the summer of 2018 there was a two month 

period when I could not find any springtails, even in 

humid environments such as stream banks. This indi-

cates that most UK are relatively cold-adapted - it is 

easy to find springtails frolicing in the leaf litter and 

under logs even on the frostiest mornings. As the cli-

mate continues to warm it is likely that we will lose our 

montane species in Leicestershire as they head for 

Scotland, but at the same time, Mediterranean spe-

cies are arriving - mostly transported by humans.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How many species of springtail are there in 

Leicestershire and Rutland? 

 

For the past few years I have been compiling a check-

list of springtail species and their distribution in VC55 

(Figure 4). The list currently stands at 50 species and 

is steadily increasing. Geographical coverage is poor 

to date, but I am working on improving this as time 

goes by. Why did I begin this task? Part of the answer 

is intellectual curiosity, but I would also have to say 

“Because no-one else seemed to be interested”. Why 

do I continue studying this obscure group? Because to 

me, springtails are fascinating and beautiful, and like 

so much of the natural world, the closer you look, the 

more you see. However, the best answer was proba-

bly given by the renowned Canadian springtail expert 

J. Mitchell: “Don't it always seem to go, that you don't 

know what you've got till it’s gone.” (Mitchell, J., 1970).  

Figure 2: Jordanathrix nr. superba 

Figure 3:  Heterosminthurus bilineatus. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to know more about our local springtails, please visit:   

https://collembolla.blogspot.com 

alan.cann@gmail.com 

The Springtails of Leicestershire and Rutland Continued 
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Dear Editor,  

Dr. Pete Strohe’s talk on Wednesday 6th February: ”The B.S.B.I. Threatened Plants Project” reminded me of a 

recent item in The Times Saturday 2
nd

 February by Ben Webster, Environment Editor. Briefly, it concerns bringing 

the marsh clubmoss, a plant that looks like a tiny spruce tree, back from the brink of extinction by repeatedly run-

ning them over in a five-tonne tractor. The plant has declined by 85% in England over the past 85 years as its 

damp heathland habitat has vanished due to development, tree plantations, agriculture and lack of habitat man-

agement. The conservation charity Plant life’s Heathland Heart project in Dorset is part of the Back from the Brink 

plan to save England’s most threatened species.  

In this case, a colony of 3,000 marsh clubmoss plants near Bournemouth, is now a thriving colony of 12,000 per-

fectly adapted to heavily disturbed bare ground with damp pools created by tyre tracks. Who would have thought 

that making a mess of heathland would restore them to their former glory? England’s lowland heaths were once 

used by livestock, for the collection of gorse, heather and bracken and for digging out sand and gravel for building 

purposes. All these created tracks, sandy patches, borrow pits and shallow pools. The scheme has also benefitted 

other wildlife: the lesser butterfly orchid, pillwort, yellow centaury, woodlark, sand lizard, heath tiger beetle and the 

rare Purbeck mason wasp. Perhaps this story suggests that we mustn’t be too precious when looking after our 

conservation areas!  

Yours,  

Shelagh Tinning  

Figure 4:  Springtail Records in Leicestershire and Rutland.  
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Plant Specimens: Diane Mattley 

Ammi majus 

Bullwort 

Introduced.   

Forecourt of the New Walk Mu-

seum, Leicester. 

4th August 2017 

D.Mattley 

This is a coastal species. The area where it was 
found had recently undergone a road improvement scheme. 

Carduus tenuiflorus 

Slender Thistle  

Native .   

Groby Road, Leicester. 

Roundabout near Glenfield 

Hospital. 

17th  June 2017 

D.Mattley 
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Natural History Pilgrimages: Hazel Graves 

I have had a keen interest in natural history fostered 

by my father and my primary school teacher, Miss 

Bryant, who in the 1950’s delighted in taking her pu-

pils on nature walks around the local lanes and fields 

surrounding our Somerset village and encouraged us 

to press the flowers we gathered in order to make a 

“Collection of Wild Flowers”.  I duly entered my 

“Flora” in the Village Late Autumn Show and won 

First Prize in the age 5-7 year bracket and still have 

the “Flora” from a few years later, aged ten years.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In recent years I have indulged my passion for all 

types of natural history by studying in more depth the 

natural world around us, for example by becoming 

involved in BSBI Flora surveys and Wildlife Trust 

surveys for a wide range of targets including plants, 

moths, stream invertebrates, mosses etc., visiting 

ornithological and botanical hotspots as part of our 

holidays both home and abroad, and learning so 

much from fellow members of our Section and 

Loughborough Naturalists on their monthly outdoor 

walks. 

But I have also wanted to visit the homes and envi-

rons of some of our most famous naturalists.  

To this end in 2015 my husband Richard and I visit-

ed Down House, in Kent, home of Charles Darwin 

where we walked around the Sandwalk, Darwin’s 

“thinking route” and could visualise him weighing up 

his experiences and evidence for his Theory of Evo-

 

lution and remembering the Galapagos finches and 

tortoises, for example, which we had also been privi-

leged to see a few years earlier, probably the high-

light holiday of a lifetime.  We visited his Study and 

imagined him struggling with his concepts, and saw 

his Wormstone.  

In 2017 we visited Selborne, the home of Gilbert 

White, famous for his “Natural History of Selborne”, 

first published in 1789.  Reading his book makes one 

marvel at the abundance of wildlife he described 

compared to what we see now.  It is also fascinating 

to see development of ideas regarding life styles of 

animals and birds for example in terms of migration.  

It is a beautiful place to visit.   

 

Our son Tim loaned us a copy of “Walter Rothschild, 

the Man the Museum and the Menagerie” written by 

his niece Miriam Rothschild.  We have since visited 

the Museum which is in Tring, Hertfordshire, near 

where Tim lives.  Walter was an eccentric, and fanat-

ically collected zoological specimens from all round 

the world, which formed the basis of his private Mu-

seum at Tring in 1892, now owned and managed by 

the Natural History Museum.  As well as being a top 

collector, (we modern Naturalists, in our present pe-

riod of advanced photography techniques, some-

times find this rather unpalatable), he was one of the 

best zoologists of his time and was responsible for 

 Hazel’s Flora aged 10 

Wine-pipe seat in the meadow of Gilbert White’s 
garden at Selborne 



 

revisions of many classifications of zoological groups.  

The museum at Tring is still fabulous – enormous glass 

cases, well displayed and lit, full of a wide range of 

stuffed animals.  It is a very old-fashioned sort of place, 

and on weekdays full of the local primary school chil-

dren on school trips who seem to love it.  Miriam and 

her father Charles were also excellent and famous nat-

uralists and both specialised in the collection, identifi-

cation and classification of fleas, Charles describing 

about 500 new species.  

On a more poetic note, last summer we visited the 

home of the so called “Peasant Poet” John Clare.  

John Clare’s Cottage, at Helpston in Northamptonshire 

(just east of Barnack) is open to the public and, as well 

as a tea room and displays of his poetry, has displays 

of farming life, as he would have experienced in his life

-time ( 1793-1864).  John Clare’s poetry has been ex-

amined by Professor Molly Mahood in her book “A 

John Clare Flora” where she explains that John Clare 

knew and named more than 400 plant species, includ-

ing 40 first county records, in his poetry and prose writ-

ing.  He was also responsible for 65 first county rec-

ords for birds.  Unfortunately for Clare’s peace of mind, 

he was living in a time of great change to the environ-

ment, driven by the enclosure of common land and 

increased ploughing of pastures, all of which he found 

very distressing. 

From Remembrances by John Clare 

“Here was commons for the hills where they seek for 

freedom still, 

Though every common’s gone and though traps are 

set to kill 

The little homeless miners - O it turns my bosom chill 

When I think of old Sneap Green, Puddocks Nook and 

Hilly Snow 

Where bramble bushes grew and the daisy gemmed in 

dew 

And the hills of silken grass like to cushions to the 

view, 

When we threw the pismire crumbs when we'd nothing 

else to do 

All levelled like a desert by the never-weary plough 

All vanished like the sun where that cloud is passing 

now 

All settled here for ever on its brow.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the vast landscape and access changes since 

the early 19
th
 Century, we only attempted to track 

down one of the sites recorded in his poems. We dis-

covered that the site described in the “Lament of 

Swordy Well” is now Swaddywell Pit, a nature reserve 

with free public access.   Swaddywell has had a cheq-

uered history: a limestone quarry since Roman times 

but still with good flora and fauna, extensively over-

worked in Clare’s time and some of it enclosed. It then 

became one of England’s first Nature Reserves 

owned by Charles Rothschild, then a bomb dump in 

WW2, a rubbish tip, and a motorcycle circuit.  Event-

fully its topsoil was replaced and management was 

taken over by the Landyke Trust and its volunteers 

who look after the grassland and the lakes. It is beau-

tiful for birds, flowers, butterflies and dragonflies.  Well 

worth a visit.  

The 2017 Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland An-

nual Exhibition Meeting was held at the Natural Histo-

ry Museum in Kensington, London.  Richard and I 

were lucky enough to get places for the Guided Tour 

of the Herbarium.  Fred Rumsey led us at 

Natural History Pilgrimages Continued 

Page 11 

John Clare Statue at Clare Cot-

tage, Helpston 

Swaddywell Pit near Helpston 
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Natural History Pilgrimages: Hazel Graves 

breakneck speed through the Museum to reach the 

Darwin Centre and the Historical Collections Rooms, 

a high security, climate controlled area housing the 

most important and earliest collections, notably 

those of Sir Hans Sloane, brought back from Jamai-

ca in 1689.  Sir Hans Sloane’s collections were the 

foundations of the British Museum and later the Nat-

ural History Museum.  It felt such a privilege to see 

them.  I work as a volunteer for Leicestershire Coun-

ty Council’s Museum Service, helping to conserve 

the County’s Herbarium at the Collections Store at 

Barrow and am in awe of some of the specimens we 

have handled there which are merely 100 years old! 

 

And a rather surreal “pilgrimage”.  My husband, 

Richard, has long been interested in Leicester’s role 

in receiving refugees and recently researched two 

little-known aspects of Leicester’s history in the 

1930s: the arrival of Basque children refugees from 

the Spanish Civil War in 1937 and refugees from the 

“Kindertransports” escaping Nazi Europe in 1938 

and 1939.  The Attenborough family were then living 

in College House (next to the modern Attenborough 

Tower) as Fred Attenborough had been Principal of 

the then University College of Leicester since 1931, 

and the family, particularly Mary Attenborough, was 

very proactive in assisting both groups of refugees.  

The family took in two young Jewish sisters from 

Berlin, who arrived on a Kindertransport in 1939 and 

stayed with the family as “adopted sisters” of Rich-

ard, David and John until they were able to join fami-

ly in New York in November 1946.  In researching 

their story Richard received great encouragement 

and assistance from Sir David Attenborough and 

from the two daughters of one of the sisters, who live 

in New England.  The articles were published be-

tween 2014-2017 in the “Leicestershire Historian” 

Journal of the Leicestershire Archaeological and His-

torical Society.  We have since become friends with 

both of the daughters and their families, have met 

them in England and regularly keep in touch.  One 

daughter, Hilary, visited Leicester with her family 

during a short trip to England in February 2016.  We 

showed them places in Leicester where her mother 

and aunt went to school, trained and socialised.  

Very kindly the University of Leicester allowed us 

access, with a guide, to College House, now an ad-

min office of the Mathematics Facility and empty on 

the Saturday we visited.  In this unexpected way we 

got to see the rooms and the house where Hilary’s 

 

mother and aunt and our current “Great Naturalist”, 

Sir David Attenborough, grew up.  

 

Finally we made a visit to the Linnean Society in Bur-

lington House in London in 2018.  This started off as 

“I want to go to Sweden to see where Linnaeus lived 

and worked”, but that proved not practical at the 

time.  However I don’t think the Linnean Society is 

second best because that’s where his archive is.  

 

Sir James Edward Smith trained in Medicine as a 

route to studying Botany.  As a young man he was 

acquainted with Sir Joseph Banks who had been 

approached following the death of Linnaeus’s son 

Carl in Sweden to purchase Linnaeus’s whole collec-

tion. Smith purchased the collection himself and 

eventually housed it as the foundation of the Linnean 

Society.  There is an apocryphal tale that when the 

King of Sweden learned of the purchase he sent a 

warship to recapture the collection on the high seas, 

but the collection did duly arrive safely in England. 

 

The Linnean Society offer “Treasure Tours” on 

Wednesday afternoons once a month in the spring.  

Pre-booking with a £5 donation is essential as there 

is only room for 12 people.  The tour starts in the 

Meeting Room with moving portraits of Darwin, Wal-

lace, Linnaeus and others.  On Wednesdays there is 

always a free lunchtime talk here at 12.30 to 13.00 

which gives visitors time to join the tour at 1.30 

which lasts until 3pm.  The tour includes the Grand 

Reading Room of the Library, designed in classical 

style, and visitors can linger there afterwards for cof-

fee and to browse the collections and library dis-

plays.  But the real jewel in the crown is the visit to 

the Linnaean Collections.  These are housed under-

ground in a bomb-proof strong-room and 12 people 

plus the tour guide is a tight squeeze!  This collection 

contains Linnaeus’s herbarium and the guide will 

show you what are considered some of the most 

important and interesting sheets.  The herbarium 

contains over 14,000 specimens from Asia, Europe 

and the Americas including more than 4,000 type 

specimens for Linnean names.  Many predate the 

production in 1753 of “Species Plantarum” which 

was the starting point for the scientific naming of all 

plants. The collection also contains all Linnaeus’s 

Annotated Library, including 1,600 volumes that he 



 

used as references, and his personal annotated copies 

of his own works including subsequent editions of 

“Species Plantarum”. Also notebooks, maps, drawings 

and correspondence and publications.  Similarly the 

guide showed us selected examples of these. When 

everyone has had a chance to view the artefacts spe-

cially opened, there is an opportunity to look at the 

contents of the drawers, fish, shells and insects includ-

ing butterflies and hymenoptera.  Unfortunately I hadn’t 

thought to take a camera with me but took a few shots 

with my phone. As you can see these can only can 

give a taste of what we saw.  

The whole experience was magical and I would defi-

nitely visit again. 
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Linnaea borealis from Lapland 1732 

 The Linnean Society bomb-proof 

strong-room 

One of Linnaeus’s Notebook 

Spolia Botanica 1729 
Linnean Society, Burlington 

House, Piccadilly  



 

The blossom deeply inspires me every year in 

Leicester. Blossom in the spring always has a subtle 

effect upon my psyche and I am shown hope no mat-

ter how grey the skies appear. The blossom not only 

lifts my mood, but has also inspired me in my crea-

tive practice. 

I often see Prunus 'Kanzan', a variety of Japanese 

Cherry, cultivated in 1913 (Mitchell:1974:295). In the 

book 'A Field Guide to the Trees of Britain and North-

ern Europe', Alan Mitchell describes this tree as 

abundant and 'rather over-planted'. The blossom is 

very distinctive and is described in the book as 'late 

mid-season, large, bunched, semi-double pink flow-

ers'. The leaves are bronze-purple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I decided that I would harmonise an image I took of 

Longhorn cattle at Beacon Hill Country Park with a 

self-portrait with Prunus ‘Kanzan’ in a black and 

white format. This work titled ‘Ma Earth’ is about be-

ing married to the earth as a protector of the earth’s 

integrity and wellbeing. The self-portrait with Prunus 

‘Kanzan’ that is merged with the Longhorn cattle pho-

tograph was taken at Shady Lane Arboretum.  

 

 

 

There are various forms of Myrobalan Plum (Prunus 

cerasifera) that I often see in Leicester in the spring. 

There is Prunus cerasifera 'Atropurpurea' (cultivated 

in 1880, Persia). The blossom is described by Mitchell 

as '...flowers crowded along shoots and on spurs, pink 

in bud, opening palest pink then white...'. Prunus 

cerasifera 'Nigra' has flowers that are 'rosy 

pink' (Mitchell: 1974:292). Last April I felt the desire to 

honour both the Prunus cerasifera ‘Atropurpurea’ and 

the Buff-tailed bumblebee on one of my recording walks 

in Knighton. The blossom petals scattered across the 

pavement was one of those urban juxtapositions that 

looked more like art than life. 

 

 

Blossom is Power : Saharima Roenisch 
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Prunus Kanzan ('A Field Guide to the Trees of Britain and 
Northern Europe', Mitchell:1974:305) 

Ma Earth 

Prunus cerasifera with Buff-tailed bumblebee, 
Knighton Church Road, 07/04/2018. 
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Blossom is Power Continued 

 I learnt the name of Prunus cerasifera 'Nigra' (Black 

Cherry Plum) a few years ago and finally managed to 

document its occurrence at a couple of different 

Leicester sites last April. I documented Black Cherry 

Plum at Welford Road Cemetery and also along the 

public footpath at the Leicestershire Golf Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final spring blossom delight for this article is a 

photograph of the female Hairy-footed Flower bee 

with Cathay Quince blossom at the University Botanic 

Garden in early April, last spring). There was some-

thing profoundly expansive for me when I came upon 

this jet black bee with the strong pink and cream col-

oured flowers shooting out from spiky branches. 

 

Hairy-footed Flower bee with Cathay Quince: University 
Botanic Garden, 05/04/2018. Prunus cerasifera ‘Nigra’, The Leicestershire Golf 

Club, 06/04/2018,  

Prunus cerasifera ‘Nigra’, Welford Road Cemetery, 
04/04/2018,  

Prunus cerasifera ‘Nigra’, The Leicestershire Golf Club, 
06/04/2018,  
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