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Once again, I want to thank everybody for their fantastic support and contributions as the newsletter would not be possible without these. Please do drop me a
line via email or catch me at the meetings with any articles or news for publication. Whether you are an expert or new to the field of natural history, the newsletter is a forum to share knowledge and experience and is an important platform
for promoting the Society.
I have very much enjoyed our indoor meetings over the Autumn and Winter. The
minutes of these meetings have been recorded by Raita Hayes and Ivan Pedley
as our interim minutes secretary. This position remains vacant, so if you would
like to take on this role, to give a little bit of your time to the society, this would
be invaluable and very much appreciated. If you are concerned about reading
the minutes out at meetings, this is not a requirement of the minutes secretary.
As part of our indoor meeting reports, I have enclosed a detailed summary of a
lecture delivered by Michael Jeeves on “The Future of Wildlife in Leicestershire
and Rutland” by Ivan Pedley. I enjoyed the honest and refreshing view of the
future of our landscape. We cannot always go back to the ways things were and
often it is better to deal with the changes, which may sadly lead to some areas of
decline.
The nicest surprise this winter other than seeing snow in our landscape
(apologies, I know it causes chaos but it is the true sign of winter for me), was
noticing some buds, in late January this year, on one branch of our two money
plants Crasssula ovata in our porch. The buds transformed to beautiful small
pale pink flowers. I have seen this plant flowering outdoors abroad but I have
never seen it flower, in domestic settings in the UK.
Summer Outings: With longer daylight hours we will be resuming our summer
programmes in April. Please refer to the separate outings card.
Members’ Exhibition and Photography Evening: This will be held in October.
As always it is an evening for members to get involved. Members are encouraged to share pictures or bring in displays or give short presentations. If you
would like to contribute, please phone Jan to express your interest prior to the
meeting.
Pourank@btinternet.com

The copy date for the Autumn Edition is 15th August 2018

Money plant Crassula ovata
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The Power of Healing: Jenny Harris
Bats are entirely dependent on being able to fly with
agility and stamina to catch enough insect prey to
survive. The wings on which they rely for flight are
very similar to a human hand, with a complex structure of phalanges and metacarpels supporting and
covered by skin, nerves and blood vessels: the wing
membranes. Bats’ wings need to be light and manoeuvrable, healthy and undamaged, yet both the
fine finger bones and thin membranes appear to be
fragile and easily damaged. How are bats equipped
to cope with this apparent contradiction?
Bat carers often deal with bats whose wings have
been damaged, especially by encounters with cats.
This may result in the wing and tail membranes being punctured or torn and bones broken. I have
been told by vets that they believe bats take a long
time to heal and in the past we often had bats with
wing damage humanely put down. More recent experience however, has shown that in fact bats’ skin,
including the wing membranes, heals rapidly and
often before any holes are fully healed the bat can
fly reasonably well. Healing is particularly rapid in
warm conditions when bats are active; in captivity
we can allow them to be mobile, well fed and even
have limited flying practice, which keeps blood flowing through the membranes’ blood vessels. Holes
heal from the edges; where part of the membrane
has been torn away, typically along the trailing edge
of the wing. Healing begins along the edge closest
to the body, gradually replacing the lost skin. The
healing edge is initially pink and thickened but this is
replaced by normal tissue as healing progresses.
The skin often becomes puckered around a hole in
the wing where healing is taking place but stretching
and grooming by the bat gradually overcomes this,
until the wing is functional again. In cold weather,
when bats are usually torpid during periods when
they are not feeding, research has shown that healing progresses much more slowly and may stop altogether for a while but recommences when the bat
becomes active again.
A number of bats cared for by Leicestershire and
Rutland Bat Group have been rehabilitated and released, even after quite extensive damage to wing
membranes, so long as no bones were broken. How
long a bat could actually survive on its fat reserves
in the wild for such extensive damage to heal is un-
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known but the power to heal quickly obviously has immense advantages. Healed finger bones, an even a
broken forearm, have been observed in wild bats
(Maggie and Bryan Brown, Bat Rescue Manual) with
bats possibly surviving on stored fat until the damage
is repaired, although in the wild healing is likely to take
longer if bats use torpor (i.e. slowed metabolism and
reduced body temperature) to save energy.
Recent personal experience has demonstrated that
bats can survive in the wild with a broken finger bone.
In 2017 a male soprano pipistrelle Pipistrelluss pygmaeus was found in a bat box at Barnsdale Wood
(Rutland) in April during a check of a bat box scheme
erected and monitored by Joelle Woolley. The phalange of the fourth digit was broken and protruding
through the wing membrane, but on release back into
the box the bat flew out and flew to another box nearby. This bat was caught again in May 2017 and was in
the same box when it was checked in September. He
had even put on weight over the summer.
Bats are amazing creatures and there is still so much
to learn about them.
Pictures from Andy Lear:

Fig. 1 Common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus
(male) showing wing membrane almost completely
healed after a month in care. Initially both wings had
holes 10mm in diameter caused by cat strike. During
test flights in my lounge the bat showed it could sustain flight for more than 20 minutes so it was released
where found, in Stamford, Lincolnshire.

The Power of Healing Continued

Fig. 2 Brown long-eared bat Plecotus auratus (female)
with large holes in wing membranes, especially of the
right wing, and a section of approximately 5 square centimetres removed from the edge of the right wing, leaving
an uneven ragged edge. August 2017.

Fig. 3 The same bat with extensive healing and
membrane regeneration, already flying well round
my lounge in September 2017. It was released in
October where it was found in Leicester Forest East.

References:
Brown M. and Brown B. 2006. Bat Rescue Manual. Bat Care News.

Publications and Information available at The Annual Recorders Conference 2018

The Nature Reserve Guide is available from
the Leicestershire and Rutland Wild Life Trust,
Free to members of the Wild Life Trust.

A copy of the Recorder 2017, can be obtained for free
from The Wild Life Trust.
The Recorder 2018 copy is out in April .

If you wish to help with Mammal recording in Leicestershire and Rutland.
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A Fungus Foray to New Lount Reserve: Richard Iliffe
On Sunday 15th October, after a dull journey in heavy
drizzle, a dozen fungus enthusiasts assembled at the
New Lount car park. The clouds cleared soon after
our arrival and we were able to set off in weak sunshine for a walk around this attractive nature reserve.
Due to the previous history of the site it offers a range
of unusual habitats. There was a deep mine here,
known as New Lount Colliery. This was closed in 1968
and a series of open-cast workings followed afterwards, coming to an end in 1986. The area was reclaimed by Leicestershire County Council in 1997 to
create a large and varied nature reserve.
The area to the east of the car park is relatively flat and
was formerly the main access to the mine, including
the rail-head and sidings used for transporting the coal
away from the site. The western part was where the
opencast spoil heaps were located and during the restoration this higher ground was landscaped to create
an undulating profile. Parts of the area were seeded to
provide open grassland but large areas were left unseeded and these have been taken over by naturally
generated birch woodland. Several deep pools were
created and these have now matured to provide an
excellent habitat for water plants, pond-life and dragonflies.

and submitted a specimen to the national herbarium
at Kew it became the only confirmed record they
had in their collections.
On our October visit members of our party spread
themselves about and soon found various interesting species, many of them known associates of
birch trees. Some were easy to spot and not difficult to identify, such as the Fly Agaric Amanita muscaria, with its bright scarlet cap and scattered white
spots; and the Birch Polypore Piptoporus betulinus,
the well-known fungus that forms brackets on standing birch trees. This latter species is also known as
the Razor-strop fungus as its smooth surface was
used for putting a fine edge on the old cut-throat
razors that preceded modern safety razors. The
flesh of this fungus was also used in museums as a
material for mounting insect specimens as it was
sterile and resistant to attack by other fungi, mites
and insects.

The mine shafts of the deep colliery had to pass
through deposits of limestone to reach the coal
measures, so the spoil arising had a significant calcareous content. In an area of the county where the natural surface geology is acid this site is special as it supports lime-loving plants and fungi.
The level ground adjacent to the former road and rail
access area is kept
clear of scrub by
volunteers and is
very productive for
fungi. This is where
we have found several uncommon species in the past, including one which is
extremely rare and
unknown in other
parts of the country.
It is a small grey
spindle fungus called
Clavaria greletii and
when we first found it
Clavaria greletii
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Fly Agaric Amanita muscaria,
Image: Peter Sykes

A Fungus Foray to New Lount Reserve Continued

Birch Polypore Piptoporus betulinus,

We found an attractive toadstool called the Yellowing
Knight, Tricholoma scalpturatum. This is a mottled
pale grey species with an irregularly shaped cap that is
found in birch woodlands. The English name comes
from a tendency for the gills to turn yellow as they age
but our specimens were in good fresh condition and the
gills were still pure white.

Blacksmith’s Field reserve near Markfield – all these
sites having high quality grassland. In all we recorded five of this group. Hygrocybe conica, the Blackening Waxcap, is the one most commonly found and is
quite tolerant of soil nitrates. Another common species is the Snowy Waxcap, Hygrocybe virginea
which, as the name suggests, is entirely white. Hygrocybe reidii is a bright orange and has a pleasant
smell of honey and is commonly known as the Honey
Waxcap. The Parrot Waxcap is so-called because it
is a bright green colour, like a green African parrot. It
has a greasy cap and several of those waxcaps with
greasy caps have been transferred from Hygrocybe
into a new genus Gliophorus. After DNA analysis
many other waxcaps have had their names changed
and it will take some time for us to get used to them.
Lastly, we found the Bitter Waxcap Hygrocybe mucronella. This is quite uncommon and we seldom
see it. It is small and bright scarlet and the greasy
cap surface has a very bitter taste if touched with the
tip of the tongue.

Also associated with birch were three Milkcaps, all of
which we regularly find at New Lount. Lactarius
Glyciosmus, the Coconut Milkcap, is usually easily
identified by its strong smell of dessicated coconut.
The other two species, which are closely related, have
very hairy margins to the incurved caps. Lactarius pubescens is apricot coloured and is known as the Bearded Milkcap, and Lactarius torminosus, the Woolly
Milkcap, is pale pink with concentric bands of rosy pink.

We collected two Yellow Clubs, Clavulinopsis helvola
and Clavulinopsis laeticolor. These are superficially
similar but different in growth habit in that one grows in
tight clusters and the other tends to grow in loose
groups of single fruit-bodies. We also found the Pointed Club Clavaria acuta, which has small pure white
spindles with pointed tips. These various fungi seem
to be out of place here as they are normally found in
high quality unimproved grassland, but something suits
them in the gritty soil of this former industrial site, possibly the lack of nitrates or other contaminating minerals.
This area also produces waxcaps, another group of
fungi that thrive in grassland habitats. We find them
elsewhere in Leicestershire at Bradgate Park, in the
upland meadow area of Charnwood Lodge, and at

Honey Waxcap Hygrocybe reidii
Image: Robert Joyce

As the walk came to an end we were in warm sunshine and the leaders went home with a number of
mysterious little brown toadstools that needed checking with a microscope. In all we recorded fifty species on the visit, most of them interesting and some
of them uncommon. As always the group attending
was very sociable, the leaders worked hard, and all
left the site feeling that they had learned something
new about our Leicestershire fungi.
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A Detailed Summary Of A Winter Lecture: Ivan Pedley
“The Future of Wildlife in Leicestershire and Rutland” : Mike Jeeves, Head of Conservation, LRWT.
Introduction:
Mike started by saying that he was not a bearer of
good news but was a realist who, knowing that it was
not possible to turn back the clock, was actively looking at ways of going forward.
He then outlined the present condition, and future
prospects of a number of L&R’s habitats and Trust
reserves.

thought was misguided. He put this down to a shortage of real experts staffing Natural England.
An example of a self-set extension to Ketton Quarry
was mentioned and its colonization by Pyramidal
Orchids, together with the need to manage it in the
future as grassland.
Hay-strewing was mentioned as a way of extending
existing good meadows into adjacent fields.
The Future?

Grassland:
The underlying geology of parts of L&R had resulted
in heavy clay soils which, in the past, suited grassland management rather than the growth of crops.
This had produced an important habitat for orchids.
Historically Green-winged Orchids had been recorded
from 75 different locations, now only four of these
meadows remain e.g. Muston where there are 25,000
plants. The cause of decline was down to ploughing
and the use of fertilisers.
Traditional management [scything to cut hay] encouraged wildflower rich meadows. Mechanical cutting is
now easier but ridge and furrow damages farming
machinery. Wildlife is reduced, particularly butterflies,
as a result of a fast single cut rather than scything
over a longer time period.
It is difficult now for the Trust to find farmers willing to
cut hay.
The move to silage production + ploughing and then
reseeding with fast growing rye grass, following fertilizer application, is now the norm, having the additional advantage of the harvest being weather independent.
The reassuring news is that a few good meadows still
exist e.g. Herbert’s Meadow, but the management of
these requires increasing resources and labour.
Mike then questioned how better meadows might be
created, or, those we already have, expanded. Seeding new meadows takes a lot of effort. The addition of
Cornflowers and arable weeds to the seed mix he
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More money is earned by farmers by cultivating
wheat rather than by managing for wildlife.
Small isolated grasslands are doomed.
Where possible existing grassland should be expanded and, given the resources, new grassland in
old quarries be encourage.
Arable is now the dominant habitat and is wildlife
poor but may be improved by leaving grass margins,
planting trees in hedgerows etc. All this depends
upon how high our expectations are, which very
much depends upon past experiences.
The decline in numbers of Yellowhammers and Skylarks was mentioned. Thought to be due to autumn
planting of wheat rather than spring planting, followed by autumn harvest, with the fields subsequently left as winter stubble [food for the birds]
Arable fields on light soils [esp. on limestone] will
recover if herbicide application is low.
Brown Hare is a localized species in Leicestershire
but may be increased with sympathetic management.
Improvement is easy but will result in a fall in farm
income. Grants are a short term solution but are difficult to obtain, given the complexity of the paperwork
involved and, even then, are not substantial enough.
Farmers must be given a high level of expert support.

A Detailed Summary Of A Winter Lecture Continued
Heathland:

The Future?

Only a handful of sites exist in Leicestershire. Crossleaved Heath was mentioned as a key species on wet
heath—now threated by dry summers.

Garden owners should be encouraged to leave wild
areas. Parks and verges could be better managed
to be more wildlife friendly even though councils are
mowing less due to funding cut backs. Brownfield
sites should be protected. Mike was not hopeful of
long term change.

Wall Brown is now confined to rocky heathland in
Charnwood.
There has been recent restoration of neglected heathland but nitrogen pollution from farming and vehicles
enriches the heath and reduces the non-competitive
species-- “The Wimps”.
The future?
Most heaths are well managed but their isolated nature
must be addressed. Nitrogen pollution needs to be
tackled through government regulation.

Woodland:
Only 4% of Leicestershire is woodland. Cloud Wood
was mentioned as a good site together with Owston
with its ancient Small-leaved Lime. Herb Paris is only
to be found in ancient woodland.
Coppicing has declined—volunteers in Trust woods are
essential for this practice to continue. After coppicing
numbers of fungi decline due to drying out of the soil.
Lesser spotted Woodpecker decline was mentioned,
together with Ash dieback and Dutch elm disease.
The Future?
Woodland is increasing [The National Forest] but new
woods do not initially support a diverse flora and fauna.
Some of the best woods are managed by the Trust.
Encouraging landowners to manage woodlands is a
challenge—the grant system needs to be simplified.

Gardens, brownfield sites:
Older larger gardens are good. Gardens attached to
recent builds are too small. Brownfield sites are not
attractive but are often important. Quarries were mentioned as nest sites for Peregrines.

Wetlands:
Rutland Water was held up as a shining example
with new species colonization etc. Narborough Bog
was cited as a wetland causing concern as it was
drying out and remedial measures had failed. The
diversity of Bocherston Bog is also falling. It may be
necessary to abandon both as the effort and finance
needed to manage them is not sustainable.
Rewilding the Soar valley by working with nature
had been a qualified success. It had become much
dryer but important species [dragon flies, owls] had
colonized the area. A 400 acre new reserve had
been created, advice to landowners offered etc.,
and in addition 1000 acres of wet land created
where wildlife was a priority.

Challenges for the future:
Mike’s own personal view: We must--1 Engage young people 2. Widen the appeal to ethnic minorities—being more inclusive 3.Agree a strategy of supporting conservation-is it financed sufficiently? Supporters are going to have to increase
finance. 4. Analyse management—do we manage
[expensive] or not. Does management actually improve things?—Loughborough Big Meadow was
mentioned as was Ketton Quarry. 5. Be more open
minded about conservation. 6 Buy more land—still
the best way of conserving wildlife. 7. Apply conservation at a whole landscape level.

There will always be some wildlife, but we need to
decide on how much we want. There was no real
consensus about this either within the Trust or
amongst naturalists.
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Plant Specimens: Diane Mattley
This is a little recorded alien in VC55*.. Found
while surveying tetrad SK40X for Flora 2020.

This Fumaria was found while I was surveying tetrad
SK51I for the Flora 2020. Last record in VC55 in 1972*.

Amsinckia micrantha

Fumaria muralis

Common Fiddleneck

Common Ramping-fumaritory

Alien (Casual). Road side verge
(long grass) near to the railway
crossing Newtown unthank/
Desford.

Disturbed ground in housing estate,
Loughborough

Leicestershire SK486041

7th June 2017

30th May 2017

Diane Mattley

Leicestershire SK535165

Diane Mattley
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* This information is from “ The flora of Leicestershire an
Michael Jeeves.

Plant Specimens continued
Before this, the last confirmed record of this
species in VC55 was about 1920 *.

Found while recording Tetrad SK51I - Loughborough
South for Flora 2020. Last record for VC55 1971*.

Baldellia ranunculoides

Carex divulsa ssp divulsa

Lesser Water-plantain

Grey Sedge

Native

Native

Church pond, Ratby, Leicestershire.

Side of the trackway Muckin Lane
nr. Woodhouse , Loughborough
SK538162

11th June 2017
Diane Mattley

7th June 2017
Diane Mattley

nd Rutland: Check list and Rare Plant Register” by
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Weather Summary: Tim Hartshorne
Measurements from vantage pro2 weather station and cross checked with local Met Office
data.
September 2017
September was a rather unsettled month and after a
dry start over the first two days, rain fall was recorded
on 18 out of the remaining 28 days of the month. In
particular, there was heavy rain on the 25th with 25.6
mm of rain recorded. Storm Aileen passed over the UK
on the 12th and 13th associated with high winds. A
maximum gust of 25mph was recorded in our garden.
Elsewhere, there was disruption in Wales and the
North West due to flooding and fallen trees. Overall
the month was generally breezy with north westerly
winds more dominant in the first part of the month
changing to Southerly in the second part. The average
barometric pressure for the month was 1010.5mb. The
average monthly temperature was 13.80C with a local
high of 22.70C recorded on the 4th. A local low temperature of 50C was recorded on the 19th. Total recorded
rainfall was 87mm.

October 2017
October saw the arrival of two significant weather systems to the UK, ex-hurricane Ophelia and storm Brian.
Fortunately, impact was limited in the East Midlands
but with widespread damage occurred in Ireland and
Scotland. The month started unsettled but temperatures remained reasonably high for the month with the
Met Office reporting a mean monthly temperature
1.80C above the 1981-2010 long term average. Local
rainfall during the month was also low. Overall, the
average temperature was 12.60C, with a high of
20.80C recorded on the 14th and a low of -0.30C on the
30th. Rainfall total for the month was 18.6mm with rain
fall recorded on 13 days. Highest daily rainfall of 4mm
was recorded on the 19th. The mean barometric pressure was 1014.5mb. Winds were mainly from the SSW
but there were a number of days with easterly airflow.
Gusts of 30 mph were recorded on the 17th and 21st
associated with ex hurricane Ophelia and storm Brian
respectively. October was also generally a dull month
due to moist air flow from the SSW.

November 2017
November did not deliver any major local weather impacts. Rain was a feature of the first week which may
have interfered with early bonfire night celebrations on
Saturday 4th. The end of the month saw cooler weather
due to more northerly airflow. Overall, the average
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temperature was 70C, with a high of 140C recorded
on the 22nd and a low of -20C on the 30th. Rainfall total for the month was 33.6 mm with rain fall recorded
on 15 days with highest daily rainfall of 11.3 mm on
the 4th. The mean barometric pressure was 1013mb
Winds were mainly from the SSW with gusts of 33
mph recorded on the 22nd. Some morning frost also
occurred at the end of the month.

December 2017
December was an unsettled month with wintery
showers and some heavy snow, especially on the
10th when there was widespread local disruption to
travel leaving some areas cut off. Victoria Park in
Leicester was host to numerous snowmen and some
enterprising individuals also constructed a hybrid igloo. There were also some foggy periods between the
18th and 23rd. Overall, the average temperature was
50C, with a high of 12.30C recorded on the 31st and a
low of -50C on the 12th. Rainfall total for the month
was 60.8mm with rain fall or snow recorded on 16
days with highest daily rainfall of 10mm on the 25th.
The mean barometric pressure was 1010.5mb. Winds
were mainly from the SSW with stronger winds recorded towards the end of the month and a maximum
gust of 25mph recorded on the 30th.

January 2018
January was unsettled with wintery showers between
the 16th and 21st and some further travel disruption.
East Midlands airport was closed for a time due to
snow on the 21st. Storm Eleanor passed across the
UK on the 2nd and 3rd causing disruption due to high
winds and rain but this was mainly in the South,
Wales and Southern Scotland. Overall, the average
temperature was 50C, with a high of 14.30C recorded
on the 28th and a low of -1.20C on the 21st. Rainfall
total for the month was 64 mm with rain showers or
snow recorded on 23 days indicating the unsettled
nature of the month. Highest daily rainfall of 4mm was
recorded on the 19th. The mean barometric pressure
was 1007.8mb. Winds were mainly from the SSW
and gusts of 40 mph were recorded on the 3rd and
18th.

Weather continued
February 2018
February was a newspaper editors dream as the so
called ‘beast from the east’ hit the country at the end of
the month generating a wide range of stories including
tragedy and heroism. The so called beast was in part
due to weakening of the strong westerly winds that circle high in the artic stratosphere which allowed cold air
to move south and warmer air to move north. This was
associated with high pressure systems over Scandinavia which resulted in cold air being drawn across Europe from the large land masses of Russia and Siberia.
The beast from the east met storm Emma carrying
warmer moist air from the south west resulting in significant snow fall. Ironically the beasts origins are thought
likely to have occurred due to high thunderstorm activity
in the West Pacific Ocean at the end of January disturbing the atmosphere leading to waves of high and low
pressure to radiate outwards.

Overall, February was cool month and average
temperature was 2.70C, with a high of 10.90C recorded on the 19th and a low of -5.90C on the 28th.
Rainfall total for the month was recorded as 16 mm
but this has to be interpreted with caution as snow
at the end of the month had not melted to enable
measurement. The mean barometric pressure was
1015mb. It was generally a breezy month and
winds were variable at the start of the month but
north easterly and easterly predominated in the
second half bringing cold air across from continental Europe and Scandinavia. gusts of 30 mph were
recorded on the 10th but winds were also high on
the 28th.

A Couch grass new to the area found on Rutland Water shore: Russell Parry
While surveying tetrad SK90I, Hambleton Peninsula
Tip, on 19th August, 2017, I came across a Couch,
clearly not Elytrigia repens, Common Couch. It appeared to be one I recognised from coastal sand
dunes. As no such Couch had been recorded in
VC55, Leicestershire and Rutland, Dr. Geoffrey Hall
advised me to send it to Dr. Tom Cope, one of the
authors of ‘Grasses of the British Isles, for accurate
identification. His reply reads:
“The specimen enclosed has no hairs on the outer
margin of the leaf-sheath from which I would judge
that E. athericus is not a component. It is clearly
male-sterile (and therefore likely to be a hybrid) and
although it has the ‘chunky’ spikelets of E. farctus it
does not have the typical fragile raceme. My conclusion is that it is the hybrid E. xlaxus (E. repens x E.
farctus).”
Not only is this the first record of this taxon for VC55,
Leicestershire and Rutland, it is also the first record
in the British Isles more than 40 miles from any sea
shore (map available). The colony covered an area 4
x 1 metres on an open verge between a track on its
southern side and secondary woodland (Half Moon
Spinney) on its northern side about 30 metres from
Rutland Water shore on the eastern tip of the Hambleton Peninsula at SK92540666 (photo of location
with Normanton Church in the far background available). Sand Couch, Elytrigia juncea (Elymus farctus)

has not yet been recorded in VC55 (although some
would say that we have more than our fair share of
Common Couch!). Many ‘sea’ birds visit Rutland
Water which was first flooded in 1976. Perhaps
seed of this sterile hybrid was deposited here by
one or more of these.
SK90I (map available) is probably the wettest tetrad in VC55! Rutland Water is the largest reservoir
by surface area in England (1555 hectares) and
much of it lies within this tetrad, which has just 3
small areas of dry land, one to the north, one to the
south east, and the eastern tip of the Hambleton
Peninsula to the west. Perhaps of all inland sites in
Britain this is the most likely to host this very
coastal hybrid!
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Welney Wildfowl Trust Reserve Field Meeting: Shelagh Tinning
Saturday 18th November 2017
On a glorious day twelve members and one
guest met at Welney for a day of walking and
bird watching. The day was mild with beautiful
light for the photographers. Birds seen included
pochard, thousands of widgeon, pintail, blacktailed godwit, marsh harrier, greylag geese,
shoveler, tree sparrow, teal, black-headed gulls
and starlings. Whoopers made up the majority of
swans with a few mutes. Unfortunately, Bewick’s
swans, named after the celebrated bird illustrator
Thomas Bewick (1753-1828) were not to be
seen feeding out on the fields. A small number
had arrived on November 21st, but they are shy.
They flight out at dawn and return after dusk.

Whooper Swans landing in the water

Black-tailed Godwit startled by Peregrin

Teal resting in the reeds

Wasps at the Moulin de Vallongue (SW France) : Shelagh Tinning
June 2014
It all started during the first week of the holiday, a
Wednesday in fact, when I found what I thought were
insect droppings on the pillow in our bedroom. During
the next few days, whilst reading during the afternoon,
I could hear a high pitched whine behind me, near the
stone wall. Closer inspection revealed a potter wasp
building pots between the stones. Next day, in my diary, the entry reads “Watched a potter wasp finish making a pot, put a caterpillar inside and close the lid”.
Eleven days later, on June 20th, the diary reads “Potter
wasp filling in spaces between pots- 7 altogether –
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Delta unguiculatum”. Three days later, two potter
wasp nests were found on the bed quilt and were
duly photographed by my husband. Fast forward
three years and the wasps, their prey and their
pots were photographed in more detail. It was discovered that there were two species: the aforementioned Delta unguiculatum and Sceliphron caementarium, known to the Americans as the Black
and Yellow Dauber. This was photographed stuffing its pot with a spider.

Wasps at the Moulin de Vallongue Continued

Delta unguiculatum putting caterpillar
inside

Delta unguiculatum

Delta unguiculatum

Sceliphron caementrium putting
spider inside

Delta unguiculatum sealing pot

Delta unguiculatum
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Margaret Barron, 1927 – 2017 : Jan Dawson

Long-standing Section members will be sad to hear of
the death of Margaret Barron, late last year.
Born in Sheffield, Margaret qualified as a physiotherapist and then left to work and travel for some years in
Canada. She came back to take up a post with the
Royal Hospital in Sheffield and there, at the local youth
club, she met her husband-to-be, Ray. They married
in 1956 and over the following years brought up three
children and settled in Cosby. Margaret then returned
to work at the Carlton Hayes Psychiatric Hospital, Narborough, helping dementia patients with their mobility
problems.
She and Ray had very wide interests including music,
sport, languages, travel and, especially for Margaret,
natural history. She joined the Section in 1972 and

was elected to the Committee in 1976. She became
Vice-Chairman in 1988 and then Chairman for two
years in 1990.
Recently, Margaret’s health had started to deteriorate
but, after a short spell in a care-home, a care plan was
set up allowing her to return home to Ray and be cared
for there. 2016 was their Diamond Wedding year but
shortly afterwards, in March 2017, Ray died following
an unexpected heart attack and Margaret herself died
later that September.
Margaret’s life was a very full one, largely spent looking after the interests of others and with a deep enjoyment of the natural world.

Pat Heighway, 1932– 2018: Alison Gregory
Sadly, Pat Heighway died on January 13th, following several months of disability with cancer.

of work for the latter in the Trust Office. Pat also
belonged to many other Conservation bodies.

Pat was born in North London and went to school
in Harrow. She trained as a secretary and worked
for GCHQ, South Africa House in London, and
GEC in Stanmore.

Pat was also a very talented water colourist, and
produced many beautiful paintings of plants, meticulous in their accuracy and detail.
We shall all miss her very much.

Pat and Maurice moved to Stoney Stanton in
Leicestershire to be near Maurice’s work at MIRA,
and on moving to Oadby in 1979 she joined the
Lit and Phil Natural History Section. She was an
active member of the section, serving two terms
on the committee between 1992 and 2001, and
was also on the Summer programme committee
for seven years. She wrote many articles for the
newsletter.
Pat had a great interest in many aspects of wildlife, being a member of the RSPB, Butterfly Conservation, Plant life, and the Leicestershire and
Rutland Wildlife Trust. She and Maurice did a lot
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Summer Programme 2018
(see separate programme card or web site)
Contact Numbers:
President: Jan Dawson
0116 255 2558
Secretary: Raita Hayes
0116 286 5198
Treasurer: Peter Thompson
0116 286 3141

Hopefully the summer will be warmer than the week of the ‘Beast from the East’
shown on this graph. The grey line is barometric pressure. The blue is high wind
speed. The red line is temperature and the orange line is ‘apparent’ temperature.

www2.le.ac.uk/hosted/litandphil
Follow to the Natural History Section

Membership rates :
Committee Members 2017- 2018
Officers
President: Jan Dawson
Chairmen: Hazel Graves and John Tinning
Treasures: Peter Thompson

Single membership
£12
Joint membership
£18
Discounted rate for members of parent body;
Single membership
£10
Joint membership
£14

Renewal date: 02 January 2019
Please ensure you are up to date

Secretary: Raita Hayes
Minutes Secretary: To be announced
Newsletter: Pouran Khodabakhsh
Winter Programme Sec: Jan Dawson

Committee

Lets share ideas and information about
all aspects of natural history through the
Newsletter.
Please send your articles in good time to:

Jenny Harris

Pouran Khodabakhsh

Russell Parry

pourank@btinternet.com

Richard Graves
Speranza Downs
Ivan Pedley

The copy date for the Autumn Edition is
15th August 2018

