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Once again, I want to thank everybody for their fantastic support and contributions related to the Newsletter. In this edition you will find a diverse range of
articles supported by some lovely photographs. I am sure these will inspire
further contributions, so please do drop me a line via email or catch me at the
meetings. Whether you are an expert or new to the field of natural history, the
Newsletter is a forum to share knowledge and experience and is an important
platform for promoting the Society.
I have very much enjoyed our outdoor meetings over the spring and summer.
The outings started earlier in April 2017 and were reduced in number during
July and August. The greater gap between meetings meant that I couldnot
wait for the next outing and but I also had ample time for a nice summer with
family and friends. The committee will be interested to receive feedback regarding the changes to the outings timetable.
Jenny Harris, writing about Cribb’s Meadow and Ivan Pedley about Brown’s
Hill Quarry have given us a taste of couple the outings for the members that
could not attend for which I am also grateful, as I was unable to attend the
latter.
The highlight for me this summer was to be involved in creating a stand for
the open day held at the New walk museum for their 168th anniversary. The
open day was targeted towards a younger audience but it was felt important
for the Natural History Section to have a display. Unfortunately, many of the
committee members were either away or busy with other commitment. In the
finish only Hazel, Richard, Jan Dawson and I were able to attend and decided
on a plan for the display. Jan’s experience and connection with the museum
helped us get the props required. The display unit was enhanced by many
images donated by John Tinning and other members. Another part of this
open day involved an informative talk delivered by Ivan Pedley on Lichens.
Ivan, with help of Speranza Downs give Jan and I a break from the stand. The
people who attended the stand seemed to enjoy the exhibits. It was nice to be
present alongside the Geology Section and main parent body of the Literary
and philosophical Society. Thank to all the members that came and said hello
on the day.
Some Pictures of the display stand at the New Walk event are overleaf.
Pourank@btinternet.com
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Weather Summary: Tim Hartshorne
Measurements from vantage pro2 weather station and cross checked with local Met Office
data.
Whilst there is no shortage of recent weather events
from around the world, in the UK we have been fortunate enough not to suffer the catastrophic damage
seen in India, Bangladesh, the Caribbean and USA.
Looking more parochially, Leicestershire avoided most
of the worst weather impacts such as storms, high
winds and thunderstorms experienced by other parts
of the UK particularly the South West and the North.

March 2017
The beginning of March started with rainy weather.
Overall the month was changeable with some warmer
spells towards the end of the month and some occasional foggy mornings. The average barometric pressure was 1012.mb. The average monthly temperature
was 8.70C with a local high of 20.60C recorded on the
30th. A local low temperature of 0.70C was recorded on
the 6th. Total recorded rainfall was 42mm. The wind
was predominately from the SW but there was a spell
of Northerly winds between 23rd and 27th associated
with some cooler days. A maximum wind gust of
28mph was recorded on the 2nd although it was consistently windy on the 17th. The Met Office reported
March as being the warmest since 1957.

April 2017
April was a dry month with only 10mm of rain recorded
by my weather station. There were no notable local
weather impacts and it was a relatively settled month
with some lengthy spells of sunshine, particularly on
the 8th and 9th. The average barometric pressure was
1020.5mb. The average monthly temperature was
9.20C with a local high of 24.20C recorded earlier in the
month on the 9th. A local low temperature of -1.20C
was recorded later in the month on the 27th that was
unwelcome news for unprepared or eager gardeners.
The heaviest rain was recorded on the 14th and 25th.
The wind was predominately from the WNW and a
maximum wind gust of 25mph recorded on the 9th.
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May 2017
May started with rain but the weather settled for the
next several days with more significant rain falling in
the middle of the month and also towards the end of
the month. The latter associated with some thunderstorms although Leicestershire missed significant
impacts compared to the South West and North
West. The average barometric pressure was 1015mb.
The average monthly temperature was 13.80C with a
local balmy high of 28.50C recorded on the 25th. A
local low temperature of 0.70C was recorded on the
10th. Overall rainfall for the month was 66.1mm with
the heaviest rainfall recorded on the 17th 19th and
29th.The wind was predominately from the SW with a
maximum wind gust of 29mph recorded on the 27th.

June 2017
Early June was unsettled with rain recorded everyday
between the 2nd and 11th. Following this period temperatures climbed to the upper twenties until the 22 nd
when cooler conditions became established. The average barometric pressure was 1010mb. The average
monthly temperature was 170C with a high of 31.70C
recorded on the 19th. A local low temperature of 7.30C
was recorded on the 5th. Overall rainfall for the month
was 59.8mm with the heaviest rainfall of 15mm recorded on the 28th .The wind was predominately from
the SW with a maximum wind gust of 29mph recorded on the 11th.

July 2017
July was rather unsettled and there were spells of
cooler weather and rain particularly in the second half
of the month. On the plus side, it was more comfortable to sleep due to the cooler nighttime temperatures.
There were some thundery showers across Leicestershire on the 6th and further heavy showers and rain on
the 22nd and 30th.The average barometric pressure
was 1011mb. The average monthly temperature was
17.10C with a high of 29.50C recorded on the 6th. A
local low temperature of 7.90C was recorded on the
15th. Overall rainfall for the month was 40mm with
the heaviest rainfall of 14mm recorded on the 22nd.

Weather continued
However, given the nature of sunshine and showers
rain totals can vary within a relatively small geographical
area. The wind was predominately from the SW with a
maximum wind gust of 27mph recorded on the 28 th. The
end of the month saw heavy showers across the UK
with summer events and festivals cancelled in some
areas of the country.

August 2017

August continued the theme of generally cool and
at some times very wet weather. In particular there
was very heavy rain on the 8th and 9th causing disruption in the East Midlands with some localised
flooding and problems on main roads. In contrast
the weather during the August bank holiday picked
up and it was generally fine in Leicestershire with
some long spells of sunshine. The average monthly
temperature was 160C with a high of 27.80C recorded on the 28th. A local low temperature of 5.40C
was recorded on the 31st. Overall rainfall for the
month was 60mm with the heaviest rainfall of
24mm recorded on the 8th. The wind was predomi-

Picture Of The Display Stand At The New Walk Museum : Pouran Khodabakhsh
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Personal Observations of An Amateur Entomologist: Kate Nightingale
Within the last few years I’ve become interested in insects; their diversity and life cycles are fascinating, and
I find it ironic that garden centres and DIY stores stock
a vast array of insect-killing products next to the bird
food.

Rhingia rostrata has a completely orange abdomen
and lighter blue-grey thorax.

Insects are pollinators; pest-controllers; waste disposal
units that eat decaying organic matter; and are food
sources for a wide range of other creatures. They are
also excellent indicators of the health of our environment.
Some insect species are unmistakable, but there are
many more that cannot be identified without expert microscopic examination of a specimen. Somewhere
between the two extremes are the insects that, if you
know what to look for, can be identified via observation
of a key physical feature or combination of features.
Superficially-identical species can display distinctly different characteristics when viewed close up, and I’ve
found digital photography to be a useful way of revealing these. The ability to instantly produce highresolution images is also helpful when the specimen
won’t keep still or is reluctant to enter a specimen pot.

Rhingia campestris showing thin black line along the
edge of the abdomen.

I think that keeping an open mind is an essential
quality for any amateur entomologist. There can be
shape and structural variations within the same species; numerous colour and pattern forms; unexpected aberrations; species mimicking other species; males and females can appear different
(sexual dimorphism); and the various stages of a
juvenile insect, including the larval stages, may bear
little resemblance to the adult. Occasionally, physical characteristics are obscured by disease, particularly pathogenic fungi.
An example of sexual dimorphism is the Swollenthighed Beetle Oedemera nobilis the male of which
has obviously bulging femora. The female could be
mistaken for other Oedemera species but can be
identified by the gaping, iridescent green wing casings (elytra) that are typical of this species.

The micro-moth Common Oak Purple Dyseriocrania subpurpurella shows purple or blue spots sprinkled across metallic
gold wings.

For a long time I confused the two British ‘Beaked Hoverfly’ species - Rhingia campestris and Rhingia rostrata; it didn’t help that my insect field-guide omitted to
mention the latter. However, the process of taking
photos of both species has trained me to quickly spot
the difference ‘in the field’. Among other traits, Rhingia
campestris usually has a black line along the edge of
the abdomen and a darker grey thorax, whereas
Oedemera nobilis male with gaping wing casings visible.
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Personal Observations of An Amateur Entomologist Continued
The larval stages of the Pale Tussock moth Calliteara
pudibunda can be a combination of lime green, yellow,
black and pink. The adult moth, although quite striking,
is assorted shades of browns and greys.

The methods by which insects expand their geographical range can be fascinating too. The Essex Skipper
Thymelicus lineola is found throughout VC55 but was
previously confined to south-eastern England. It’s
believed that the tall grasses and other vegetation on
embankments and verges of motorways and other
major roads, have acted as corridors to allow the colonisation of new areas. This species may be underrecorded due to confusion with the Small Skipper
Thymelicus sylvestris, but the underside of the antennal tips is a distinguishing feature; black in the Essex
Skipper and orange-brown in the Small Skipper.

Colourful caterpillar; Pale Tussock moth Calliteara pudibunda.

Colloquial or historic English names can also be misleading. Insects called ‘Common’ may be extremely
uncommon due to a range of factors including climate
change, habitat loss and the presence of invasive species. The Welsh Chafer Hoplia philanthus is mainly
found in Wales and the west of England but there are a
few records for VC55; the September Thorn Moth Ennomos erosaria has a main flight period spanning July
to October; and Nomada ruficornis, which has colloquial names including the Common Bee Wasp, is actually
a bee.

Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola with ‘ink-dipped’ antennae.

Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvesteris with under side of
antennae, orange - brown
Welsh Chafer Hoplia philanthus showing silvery-blue
scales on the underside.
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Personal Observations of An Amateur Entomologist Continued
The attractive and unmistakable Rhododendron Leafhopper Graphocephala fennahi is an accidental import
from North America and although already wellestablished in the south of England there have been
several sightings in VC55. They cause no known environmental impacts other than cosmetic damage to
Rhododendron, which itself is an invasive non-native
species.

Attractive but deadly. The Harlequin Ladybird variety
known as ‘conspicua’.

crossed the Channel and is rapidly expanding north
and west. There are three principle colour and pattern forms showing variation within each, but the
Harlequin tends to be more dome-shaped and generally larger than any of the similar-looking native
species.
Graphocephala fennahi , known in North America as
the Scarlet & Green Leafhopper

More worryingly, the Harlequin Ladybird Harmonia
axyridis is out-competing our native ladybird species
for food and also devouring the egg and larval stages
of butterflies, moths and other ladybirds. It is native to
Asia and introduced to Europe in the 1980’s as a biological control agent of insects including aphids. It

My foray into amateur entomology has been an absorbing and challenging one. Now, a quick walk in
the countryside takes ages; I never knowingly ignore
a potentially interesting species and I get chatting to
people who ask why I’m photographing a fly’s face
or a bug’s leg. Recording insects in VC55 and beyond has been an eye-opening experience and I
would love to encourage others to give the insect
world the respect and appreciation it deserves.

Odd Observations: Jan Dawson
All of which have been seen in and around my country
cottage near Halstead in High Leicestershire.
I don’t use the cottage much in the winter but checking
it out late last year, I found a house mouse dead on the
landing with a really nasty gash in its shoulder. As it
happens, house mice are not at all common these
days and I’ve never seen one at the cottage, though
plenty of wood mice come in to get away from the winter cold and eat up the soap, make nests in the cushions and caches of bird food filched from next door’s
feeders under the duvets. I was puzzled as to what
would have killed the house mouse but meeting up
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with a Bat Group friend at Bird Fair, now working
with dormice in Devon, I heard appalling tales that
when dormice go torpid in cool weather (as they
routinely do), they can be attacked and even
killed by wood mice. Janice rates wood mice as
highly territorial and vicious little beasts in spite of
looking so cute and innocent. So, did my house
mouse come late to the cottage, invade the personal space of the wood mice already in residence and pay the ultimate price?
In May, I was walking my “constitutional’’ round
Robin-a-Tiptoe Hill when I began to notice a
heavy infestation of Oak Apple galls on some of

Odd Observations Continued
the wayside trees. These spongy overgrowths are
produced by the oak in response to the females of the
gall wasp Biorhiza pallida laying their eggs in its buds,
with their larvae developing inside, several to each
gall. But one tree in particular caught my eye – its
galls, usually a soft pinky-brown, were bright red in
colour, making the tree look as if dressed overall with
Christmas baubles. Checking with local gall expert,
Chris Leach, it seems that these galls take on this brilliant colour early on and only for a short time. So it
was a case of being in the right place at the right time.
A month later, during the long heat wave I was sad to
see that the buttercup meadow opposite, which had
looked so stunning the week before, had been cut and
the hay dried and tossed into lines which were now
busily being eaten up and voided behind as bales by a
clattering combo of tractor and baler. To my surprise,
I then saw two red kites quartering the field at a really
low level and paying no heed at all to the busyness
going on immediately below them. Presumably it is
easier to spot escaping rodents or carcases in the remaining short grass. I never actually saw these kites
stoop to kill in that field, but a week later, driving past
another field from which the bales had already been
carted, again I saw a kite circling low over the field,
and this time it dropped down into the cropped grass
and made off with a small mammal in its talons. So
Natural England’s claims that kites were only carrion
feeders was just propaganda to put the minds of owners of cats and free-range chickens at ease, so that
they wouldn’t vote against the re-introduction of this
large raptor. No bird would have developed such impressive talons to no purpose, but it is possible that
their wing: loading ratio may prevent them taking
heavy prey.
Kites are a common enough sight in High Leicestershire but it was a thrilling opportunity to see these big
birds manouvering so adroitly at such close quarters.
It looks like keeping an eye open for them around haymaking would be worthwhile.
Some time later at the end of the hot spell, again walking my “constitutional’’; I came across a dead mole by
the roadside – completely unmarked. I’ve now found
five such corpses over the years, always after a late
summer heat wave and Jim Hayes also mentioned to
me that he had found a similar corpse at much the
same time. So why are those moles dying? As a result
of old age seems unlikely: one would assume such

animals would die underground. In the hot weather
though, topsoil, which in much of Leicestershire has a
heavy clay content, bakes solid. This must make it
very difficult for the moles to dig through and the juicy
worms on which they largely feed will be burrowing
further down. But moles do make stores of worms
with their heads bitten, which should tide them over a
limited hot spell and until they were in serious trouble,
one would expect them to be very reluctant to leave
the security of their burrows. However, summer is the
time when mole families, consisting only of the female
and her young, break up and the youngsters are
forced to set up new tunnel territories of their own. In
hot weather these youngsters must be at huge risk
and are probably the ones we are finding dead, with
climate change, perhaps adding a final disastrous
touch to the tough mores of mole behaviour.
At the beginning of July I was washing up at the cottage when I observed a male and female house sparrow perched next each other on the back fence.
Without preamble, the male mounted the female, mated, jumped off and repeated this manoeuvre 10 times.
Is this a record?! Querying this with local birder John
Tinning, he reminded me of a quote in Chaucer’s Prologue, describing the Summoner as “hot he was and
lecherous as a sparrow’’. So, 400 years later, it seems
that sparrows are still at it. A good thing though, as
house sparrow numbers have declined recently, presumably as a result of intensive farming, pesticides,
lack of overwintering stubbles and a loss of suitable
communal nesting sites, which seem to produce the
best results.
Finally, as I was starting to cut down the spent flower
spikes of my ‘’lambs’ ears’’, so beloved of bumble
bees, I noticed large numbers of the nymphs of the
woundwort shield bug, Eysarcoris fabricii, making out
in the spikes. I’d noticed the adults earlier in the year
on the wild hedge woundwort I’ve allowed into the garden – just about every one “in cop” – but these plants
were now well over and dried up. So, the nymphs
had moved across onto an alien food plant. Don’t let
anyone tell you that foreign flora is, a priori, of no use
to our native fauna. Think – Buddleia, Echinops, Agapanthus ………………
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Cribb’s Meadow Nature Reserve: Jenny Harris
Cribb’s Meadow Nature Reserve is a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) in the far east of Leicestershire and Rutland, which was purchased by the
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust (LRWT) in
1972. It is also a National Nature Reserve, one of
only three in the two counties, the others being
Muston Meadows in the Vale of Belvoir and part of
Charnwood Lodge N.R. There are four hectares of
species-rich grassland and a further one hectare of
disused railway embankment. The reserve lies
about three miles east of the village of Wymondham
in a little area of calm next to the hectic hurry of the
A1. Its position on the border of Rutland, Leicestershire and Lincolnshire makes it one of the Trust’s
more remote sites. The field pattern probably dates
back to the enclosure of Edmondthorpe parish in
about 1580 but what was formerly a single field bisected by the construction of the railway, opened in
1893.
There are very few similar sites of semi-natural, species-rich grassland in the East Midlands and the
reserve is isolated from those that do exist (such as
Merry’s Meadows and Wymondham Rough) with the
land around mostly intensively farmed arable land.
Two fields adjacent to Cribb’s Meadow are now being managed under the Countryside Stewardship
Higher Level Scheme, having formerly been
cropped land, but they have no legal protection and
could revert to arable management when the 10year agreement runs out. Currently, though, they
act as valuable buffer areas for the reserve, and the
field to the south even had breeding attempts by
Curlew for several years, although not since 2015.
The wildflower-rich grassland of the reserve has
developed on glacial boulder clay that creates a
mainly neutral soil type and has a very diverse flora.
The community of grassland plants is of high quality,
typical of lowland hay meadows that were once
common in the East Midlands and developed as a
result of hundreds of years of traditional farming. In
spring cowslips, glaucous sedge and grasses of old
meadows such as quaking grass are abundant, as
are meadow and bulbous buttercup. Adder’stongue fern and yellow-rattle are also wellrepresented and common knapweed forms a purple
carpet in late summer. When the grass is short early in the year fairy-flax and field woodrush can be
seen. In June there are thousands of common spot-
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ted-orchids, with a few twayblade orchids to add to the
diversity.

Adder’s tongue Fern: Image Carl Klan

The Natural History Section visited Cribb’s Meadow on
20 May 2017 with the aim of seeing a speciality of this
site: the green-winged orchids. These lovely flowers
are somewhat variable in colour, from the uncommon
salmon pink through shades of darker pink to a rich
deep purple, but all have the distinctive strong green
stripes in the three ‘wings’, or sepals. They are very
locally distributed around the two meadows, with many
more occurring in North Meadow; this year in the region of 930, with a further 31 in South Meadow. They
form quite closely packed drifts in some parts of North
Meadow but are completely absent from some areas,
unlike the common spotted-orchids, which seem to be
ubiquitous.

Green-winged Orchid: Merrry’s
Meadows

Cribb’s Meadow Nature Reserve Continued
The green-winged orchids have been counted every
year since 1991 and the number had steadily risen
from 117 counted that year to a total of 3795 counted
on 14 May 2004. However in 2005 the number
dropped by more than 1300 spikes and in 2006 only
513 flowering spikes were counted. The number seen
at the reserve has still not recovered to the 2004 record level. It is not easy to tell from the notes and orchid counts what influences the number each spring,
but it does seem that fewer of these orchids appear
when the grassland is long and dense over winter and
at the beginning of the growing season, as in 2005 and
2006. The green-winged orchid has suffered a huge
decline in the number of sites where it occurs in
Leicestershire and Rutland since the1970s. Where
once it was recorded at 75 sites now only four sites
are listed in The Flora of Leicestershire and Rutland
(Jeeves, 2011), two of which (Cribb’s Meadow and
Merry’s Meadows) are LRWT nature reserves. Lack of
positive management to achieve short sward at the
end of the grazing season and beginning of spring
seems to be the major reason for their disappearance.
Once gone there are no nearby sites from which reestablishment can take place.

South Meadow pond also great crested newts.
Aquatic plants include broad-leaved pondweed, water-crowfoot and ivy-leaved duckweed, with waterplantain in the margins. The rare opposite-leaved
pondweed has also been recorded at the pond in
South Meadow.

During our visit last May, many cowslips were in flower, and we noticed many of the curious little adder’stongue fern and a few patches of water avens. At that
time of year, although not much else was flowering, we
were still able to see the leaves of great burnet, betony
and of course meadowsweet that would be flowering in
high summer.

The Trust manages Cribb’s Meadow with the help of
a local farmer to achieve the short sward at the end
of November that suits the spring plants. Cattle
(usually Red Devon rare breed) and in the autumn
sheep graze the reserve, since although the species
present are typical of lowland hay meadows, taking
hay is not easy as the clay soil readily becomes waterlogged and some of the more vigorous plants
(knapweed, meadowsweet) do not make good hay.
Sites like Cribb’s Meadow can be as vulnerable to
neglect, resulting in an overgrown sward, as they are
to too-intensive management. They also need people and communities to love and care for them and to
appreciate that they are as much part of our historic
and cultural heritage as, perhaps, the local church.
The meadows look timeless and robust but are in
fact very fragile.

The disused railway embankment provides a complete change of habitat, as it has regenerated with
trees and shrubs over the years since the line was
closed in the 1960s. Most of the trees on the north
bank were coppiced in 1999 but these have since
regrown to form a dense cover, mainly of ash and
hawthorn, but with some oak. On the south bank
selective felling of trees was carried out in October
2003, and it is now managed as scrub with open
grassland on the often unstable banks. A colony of
common lizards occupied the south bank and they
were often visible skittering about or sun-bathing on
fallen logs but although lizards are sometimes found
in the grassland, they are rarely seen on the embankment now. Perhaps the arrival of feral cats
some years ago and trampling of the loose slopes by
cattle do not suit the lizards.

I loved showing members of the Lit. and Phil. round
Cribb’s Meadow in May, showing off one of my favourite reserves to people who can appreciate how
important a place it is, now and for the future.
Field of Cowslips: Image Andy
Lear

Water Avens

Cribb’s Meadow reserve has a pond in each of the two
meadow, which both have common newts and in

Reference: Jeeves, M.B. (2011) The Flora of Leicestershire and Rutland: Checklist and Rare Plant Register. LRWT.
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Brown’s Hill Quarry: Ivan Pedley
It is one of the quirks of human existence that, on occasion, in our haste to squeeze every drop and
scrape every scrap from the world’s resources we add
to its diversity and wonder. Who would have thought
that the legacy of Iron and Steel smelting in the Midlands would have left us with the grandeur of Eyebrook Reservoir (sadly under new ownership and now
no longer accessible to bird watchers and the general
naturalist) and also this gem of a Wild Life Trust Reserve—Brown’s Hill Quarry.
Almost from the outset of the walk (after a moment of
censure from this grumpy naturalist at the chemical
preservative daubed on to the new timber entrance
gate and fence—no home for wildlife here I’m afraid!)
we were faced with a dazzling tapestry of flowers covering the floor of this abandoned ironstone quarry
and, a few paces further into the reserve, a breathtaking amphitheatre of colour alive with a profusion of
blooms, insects and nature. By way of contrast, and
emphasising that not all of nature is to be judged by
its impact on the visual cortex, patches of thinner turf
over more polluted soil were covered with a developing “lichen heath” of Cladonia species including
Cladonia rangiformis one of the “Reindeer mosses”.
This “moss” is, strictly speaking, not a moss at all but
a lichen, and furthermore is not a food commonly eaten by Santa’s helper, Rangifer tarandus! C. rangiformis is scarce in the north, in the natural habitat of
the Reindeer, its place being taken up by C. rangiferina—the staple diet of Reindeer in winter. The loose
Latin translation of the Brown’s Hill species C. rangiformis, “in the form of….. rangiferina”, indicates that
C. rangiferina was named first—by Linnaeus no
less—and C. rangiformis was recognised and named
later. One of the “Dog lichens” Peltigera rufescens, so
named after the tiny canine-like rhizines extending
below its leafy surface and anchoring it to the soil,
was found at several sites – in the past this was eaten as a medicinal cure for Rabies (following “the doctrine of signatures”), sadly without effect.

(Saturday 10th June 2017)
(resplendent with two blooms) must be given pride
of place, its solitude only emphasising its unique
beauty and charm.
Insect life was there in abundance and grass moths
in particular were frequently disturbed from under
our feet. These are not a particularly difficult group
to identify but a net and hand lens is again called for
and some recourse to nimbleness in catching them!
Crambus lathoniellus was recorded. A larger moth,
the Yellow shell Camptogramma bilineata bilineata,
was photographed and much admired; too admired
as it turned out—we were nearly left behind by a
leader keen to show us more wonders!

Yellow shell Camptogramma bilineata

“Real” mosses (bryophytes) were also present as part
of the heath community—beautiful in their own way,
but only to be appreciated by those with a hand-lens
and a love of the inconspicuous.

On a rotting wooden seat a small sphere of a vivid
orange colour attracted the attention of those looking to rest the weary legs. It was a slime mould and
sadly it came in for so much investigation with the
time old “scientific rigour” of poking and prodding
that it was soon moribund. We should have known
better and left it for others to admire but at least this
treatment illustrated one of the stages of the life cycle of these enigmatic organisms, that of a membrane enclosing a very large single cell with a multi
nucleate centre. Zoologists and mycologists have
been doing battle for years over the classification of
these life forms. Protozoa to the zoologist, as for
part of the slime mould’s life cycle they move about
in an amoeboid fashion; fungi, to the mycologist,
because they produce spores.

With such a largess of nature an element of selectivity
was called for if one’s mind was not to run wild. The
orchids will be particularly remembered, especially the
troops of Common-spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fushsii, but a single Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera

A Lesser whitethroat Sylvia curruca was heard singing its battle cry from a Hawthorn Crategus monogyna and later, almost at the end of the walk, a Greater Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major was
found which had sadly lost its battle. It was a mere
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Brown’s Hill Quarry Continued
scatter of feathers amongst the grass—a meal for a
hawk and a reminder that, for one species, this idyll had
become a nightmare. And, as if in morning for the woodpecker, this “funeral parlour” had its sooty black attendants in the form of Chimney Sweeper moths Odezia atrata dancing a vigil over the feathers.
I always take away from each of these summer walks
one or two lasting memories. Why these particular impressions should remain in the mind—“that inward
eye”—is beyond my explanation. Obviously if it relates to
one’s own special interests then that is perhaps understandable, but for memories which are encouraged by
no previous personal scrutiny—who knows? Perhaps it
is our insatiable curiosity; our fascination with the unfamiliar? On this walk it was just one of these memories
that was to be carried home, quite literally, in “pole position”—a wooden fence, roughly knocked together from
Elm Ulmus procera poles, the bark peeling but mostly
still attached. The bare wood below the peeling bark was
indented with the beetle “mines” of elm bark beetles the
carriers (there are several species) of Dutch elm disease
Ophiostoma nov-ulmi, a fungal disease still present in
this country and still exacting it toll on the suckers of elm
trees surviving in our hedgerows.

Beetle feeding galleries on wych elm trunk
Image : From Wikipaedia

And, of course, one recollection led me to another—a
visual memory of mature elms, these lovely giants that
once punctuated our countryside hedgerows with such
command and grace.
What a wonderful day this had been; what fine company; what extraordinary natural history. Our thanks must
go to Peter Dawson, Trust volunteer and such an excellent leader, for sharing with us the fascinations of this
wonderful Trust Reserve.

The Notice Board
The Joint Lecture with the Parent Body
Title:

Cuckoo-Cheating By Nature

Speaker:

Nick Davies FRS— Professor of Behavioural Ecology , University of Cambridge

Date:

Monday 5th March 2018 at 7.30 PM

Venue:

Art Gallery, New Walk Museum, Leicester.

The Recorders Conference
The Recorders conference is a great annual event organised by the Leicestershire and Rutland Wild Life Trust
(www.lrwt.org.uk). Any one can attend from experienced recorders to someone with general interest in Natural History.
The event is free but you need to book a place with Nathalie Cossa (Conservation Officer).
Email: ncossa@lrwt.org.uk

Phone No: 0116 248 7362

Venue: Rothley Centre

Date : Sunday 25th February 2018 at 10.00– 16.00

The Remaining Out Door Meetings
Sunday 15th October 2017 - New Lount Reserve – Fungus Foray (Joint meeting with the Leics. Fungi Study Group)
Leader: Richard Iliffe, L.F.S.G.
Saturday 18TH November 2017- Welney Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust Reserve Leader : John Tinning
(Transport could be arranged for those wishing to join this outing which is a whole day outing)
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A visit to Sark: Steve Woodward
It was Guy Messenger’s Flora of Rutland that put the
name Sark into my head, many years ago. In the minibiography inside the back cover I learned that the author had studied the flora of various islands, including
Sark. A look in the atlas revealed that Sark was one of
the Channel Islands, close to Guernsey.
My overseas holiday for 2017, accompanied by Helen
Ikin, was based at St. Helier on Jersey and the possibility of visiting Sark presented itself. Tourism brochures portray the island as an idyllic haven where
time has stood still, with no cars, no modern agriculture and an abundance of wild flowers (Link 1;
Hawkes, 1992). Certainly worth a trip, we thought.
Access is only by ferry, either from Guernsey or Jersey. Staying on Sark is theoretically possible, but at
the time we wanted to book accommodation, we could
not find out which days the ferry would be running. So
we opted for a day trip from Jersey, booked a couple
of days previously, departing at 9 am on 21 May then
returning about 5 pm. The ferry operator is Manche
Isles Express and the boat (surprisingly large and
fast) is called Granville.
Of course, we checked the weather forecast before
booking, and enjoyed a perfectly smooth crossing,
about an hour each way. Most of the island is bounded by steep cliffs of Precambrian rocks - it is clear
from the approaching ferry that the village is a diffuse
scatter of houses on a grassy plateau. It looks somewhat exposed, but there was no wind to trouble us
today, and we enjoyed some lovely sunshine.

Through the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland
(BSBI), we had been in contact with the local botanist, Susan Synnott (Link 2), who kindly agreed to
meet us at the harbour. Horse- or tractor-drawn carriages were awaiting to convey visitors up Harbour
Hill to the village, but we chose to walk so that we
could study the flora on the way up. Half way up, we
bumped into Sue Daly, well-known diver, photographer and all-round naturalist. We were happy to
convey our thanks in person, for her book Wildlife of
Channel Islands (2004), which had impressed us
with its scope of coverage as well as quality of photographs.
The flora of the Channel Islands (Le Sueur, 1984;
Synnott, 2011) is similar to our own, but sufficiently
different to keep Leicestershire botanists on their
toes – for example Ivy is common both here and
there – but in the Channel Islands it is all Irish Ivy
Hedera hibernica. Our abundantly common grass
Meadow Foxtail Alopecurus pratensis is scarce on
Sark – we were taken to a special place to admire it!
We tried to keep a record of every plant and animal
that we saw during the holiday, so that we could
send a batch of useful records to the biological records centre in St. Helier. Of the 66 plants we recorded on Harbour Hill, I will mention just two. Broomrapes are rarely seen in Leicestershire (a few more
in Rutland) but they seem much commoner in the
Channel Islands. As parasitic plants, they have no
chlorophyll and look sickly or dead, rather than fresh
and green. The spikes of flowers are not exactly
showy either, and careful examination of styles and
stamens is needed for accurate identification. We
believe that those I photographed were Orobanche
minor Common Broomrape, which has a wide range
of host plant species.

Sark has a steep, rocky coastline all round. Each of the two
small harbours is connected by a tunnel to the village on
the plateau.

Common Broomrape Orobanche minor.
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A visit to Sark Continued
Allium triquetrum Three-cornered Garlic is a naturalised
nineteenth century introduction. The corners are on the
stem – which is sharply triangular in section. We do occasionally see it back home, as a garden escape, but it
is much more abundant in the Channel Islands. Indeed,
on Sark it has become a troublesome weed and is
known as Stinking Onions.

Polycarpon tetraphyllum (known locally as Guernsey Chickweed). The latter is very rare in the UK,
with a few sites on the SW coast, but not rare in
the Channel Islands. Curiously, there were no
dragonflies whatsoever at the pond - indeed insect
life was scarce for the whole holiday.

Upon reaching the village, Susan proudly showed us the
Visitor Centre Heritage Room, which acts as a small museum and records centre for biology, archaeology, etc.
For an island of only 543 hectares, we thought this was
impressive (we no longer have anything like it in Leics).
Preserved there are some flora index cards from the
1950s, when Guy Messenger brought his students from
Uppingham School. Records are rather thin for some
groups, so we were keen to contribute some of our own
biological records.

A hands-and-knees view of the tiny
Four-leaved Allseed Polycarpon
tetraphyllum.
Nottingham Catchfly
Silene nutans.

Visitor Centre

The implausibly tidy Heritage Room, home to specimens, photos and records from the island, run by the
Société Sercquaise.

We said goodbye to Susan then enjoyed a ploughman’s
lunch on the lawn at Fleur du Jardin café. Sark caters
well for visitors, with a good choice of places to eat.
Tourists on hired bicycles trundled by every few minutes,
as well as the odd horse-drawn carriage. What a peaceful place without cars! We set off along the road past the
disused windmill and vineyards, towards the west coast.
At a small pond, we found some Nottingham Catchflies
Silene nutans and tiny plants of Four-leaved Allseed

The banks of the narrow lanes are full of flowers,
which scramble over walls too. A high proportion
are garden escapes, such as various pink and
yellow Oxalis species. A wall fern that was unfamiliar to us was Lanceolate Spleenwort Asplenium
obovatum.

Lanceolate Spleenwort Asplenium obovatum on
a wall.

Sarkese farmers seem very tolerant of weeds, so
cultivated fields and disused vineyards added
many species to our list, including Corn Spurrey
Spergula arvensis and Field Woundwort Stachys
arvensis.
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A visit to Sark Continued
As we began to loop back towards the village though
long grassland, we disturbed many Speckled Yellow
moths Pseudopanthera macularia. Guernsey Cows
looked relaxed in their flowery pastures. There was
just about time for a cuppa and ice-cream at AJ’s before making our way down to the harbour for the return
trip. A day was certainly not long enough to explore
this lovely island.

Field Woundwort Stachys arvensis. A common
weed here, but not seen in Leics & Rutland since
1997.

We reached the Pilcher Monument on a grassy headland, with Gorse Ulex europaeus, Thrift Armeria maritima and Wild Thyme Thymus polytrichus. The deep
blue Sheep’s-bit Jasione montana made a lovely contrast with the pale yellow Hop Trefoil Trifolium campestre. A closer look in the short turf produced smaller pea-flowers: Bird's-foot Ornithopus perpusillus and
Hairy Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus subbiflorus.

References:

Guernsey cow

Daly, S. 2004. Wildlife of the Channel Islands. Seaflower Books
Hawkes, K. revised ed. 1992. Sark. Guernsey Press.
Le Sueur, F. 1984. Flora of Jersey.
Messenger. G. 1970. Flora of Rutland. Leicestershire
Museums.
Synnott, S. 2011. Wild Flowers of Sark
Link 1: http://www.sark.co.uk/

Rocky shoreline below the Pilcher Monument.

Sheep’s-bit Jasione montana with Hop Trefoil
Trifolium campestre.

Page 14

Link 2: http://www.sark.co.uk/island-life/#SS

Rue de Moulin, a typical shady lane. Although English is the
spoken language in the Channel Isles, Place names are
French.

2016/2017 Programme (Second Half): Hazel Graves
The season continued on 25 January with a presentation entitled “Managing Bradgate Park for Wildlife”
by Peter Tyldesley, Director, Bradgate Park Trust.
Peter has a long experience in land management including the Brecon Beacons and has been Director of
the Bradgate Park Trust since 2012. He began his talk
by outlining the long and ancient History of Bradgate
Park as a background to the restorative environmental
work that he and his team are embarking on to return
Bradgate Park to a better condition. Major goals include the restoration of the acid grassland, the wet
heath and wet grassland, and the management of the
ancient and veteran trees. Bracken control, deer management, control and blocking of some of the water
courses are some of the tools central to these targets.
The importance of maintaining a mosaic of habitats
was stressed. Peter demonstrated success in some of
these areas, such as the increase in Tormentil and
Heath Bedstraw. He also talked about financial issues,
the importance of catering for the public and the importance of the new volunteer corp.

Dr Pat Morris, was the speaker for 8 February. His talk
entitled “Dormice”. Dr Morris, was Senior Lecturer in
Zoology at Royal Holloway, University of London, until
2002. He has studied many species of British small
mammals, especially Hedgehogs, and has managed a
major research and conservation programme on Hazel
Dormice for 'English Nature'. Pat said that very little
information about dormice has been available but evidence from the shape of gnawed Hazel nuts suggested
that they had been lost from about half of their natural
range between 1993 and 2010 and that research was
needed in order to plan for their protection. Dormice
were found to be using suitably arranged bird boxes in
a wood in Somerset, and a major study was therefore
possible looking at breeding, lifestyle, longevity, torpor,
hibernation, food, habitat requirements etc. Outcomes
so far have suggested suitable management of their
habitat to avoid fragmentation, maintaining hedgerows
etc, all of which is also good for butterflies, songbirds,
ground flora etc. With increased understanding, reintroduction programmes are now possible.

distinctions in prestigious societies and competitions
for all aspects of Wildlife photography. Gianpierro
began his presentation with a selection of images
illustrating the habitats found in Western Australia.
He took us on a tour of Western Australia showing a
selection of the wildlife to be found in some of the
National Parks. His photographs covered a wide
range of species including flowers, spiders, beetles,
butterflies, toads, crocodiles and wallabies etc. The
photographs of birds were particularly impressive
reflecting the time, effort and patience that had gone
into capturing the images.

Graham Finch, Coleoptera Co-ordinator VC55
was the speaker 8th March 2017. His topic was
“Beetle Recording in VC55 – the highs and the
lows.” Graham is one of our County Experts, recording in the fields of Ornithology, Lepidoptera and
now Coleoptera, and the author of several publications of the Leicestershire Entomological Society,
with more in the pipeline. These can be found on
NatureSpot. Graham discussed the various habitats
where beetles can be found, including flower-heads,
dead wood, flood-water, fungi, carrion and dung,
and explained some of the methodology and apparatus used in the search. It is apparent that the more
beetles are searched for, the more unusual and exciting species are found, including new county records and beetles that have not been seen for many
years. He showed us amazing photos to illustrate
the various groups of beetles, and photos that
showed small differences between very similar species. He explained from where, as County Recorder, he gets records, other than his own, and ended
with a plea to all of us to send him records to expand the County Data, including ladybirds and beetles caught in moth traps.

Our final meeting on Wednesday 5 April was the
AGM, Quiz and Social evening. Both The Quiz, provided by Jan which challenged us all, and the welcome refreshments provided by Raita were a fitting
end to the Season.

The next meeting, 22nd February 2017, was with
Gianpierro Ferrari F.R.P.S. sharing his experiences in
“Western Australia – Darwin to Perth”. Gianpierro is
a well-respected Natural History Photographer, specialising in orchids and Lepidoptera who won many
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Contact Numbers:
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