
 

I would like to thank everyone for their Newsletter contributions.  

I hope you have all enjoyed spring and summer and have been out with family or 

friends and also on one of our sections fantastic summer outings.   

This years spring and summer outings have been varied and informative and well at-

tended by section members. 

I am grateful to members who have been car sharing and to the leaders of outings for 

imparting all their knowledge and expertise.  

We have been very lucky as most of our 

excursions have been on dry days, 

sometimes being too hot. This was espe-

cially the case on our day in Ketton 

Quarry where straw hats were the order 

of the day and members compared in-

sect bites! The great joy was to see 

many Marbled white butterflies. 

 The visit to Lady Hay Wood, Groby was 

fantastic with a wide variety of plants, 

which kept our botanists distracted and consequently falling well behind our leader 

Ivan. The wonderful display of Bluebells was magical to see but for me inhaling the 

intense perfume was a new sensation. 
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February 2015 

February started off cool in a northerly airflow with night 

time temperatures dropping below freezing between 

the 1st and 10th. The mean temperature for the month 

was 4OC with a minimum of -3.4 OC recorded on the 8th 

and a maximum of 10.9 OC recorded on the 26th and 

28th. There was a mix of sunshine and showers 

throughout the month with average rainfall of 38mm. 

The highest locally recorded rainfall was 11.8mm on 

the 19th. It was also a reasonably breezy month at 

times with maximum gusts of 25mph, 29mph recorded 

on the 1st and 24th respectively. The mean barometric 

pressure for the month was 1014.8mb.  

 

March 2015 

March started unsettled with some rain and high winds. 

The weather became more settled in the middle of the 

month before becoming showery and windy again at 

the end of the month. The mean temperature for the 

month was 6 OC with a high of 16 OC recorded on the 

7th and a low of -3.1 OC on the 25th. Winds were high at 

the beginning and end of the month with W to NW 

gusts of 37-39mph recorded on the 31st. The mean 

pressure for the month was 1018.5mb. A partial solar 

eclipse occurred on Friday 20th. The weather was fine 

and clear in Leicester and the moon obscured approxi-

mately 85% of the sun at around 9.30am. The graph is 

data translated from my weather station and shows a 

fall in recorded solar radiation during the eclipse. It is 

interesting to note that although 85% of the sun is ob-

scured at the maximum point of the eclipse, there is not 

an equivalent fall in solar radiation values. It is also no-

table that air temperature plateaued during the eclipse 

and rises briskly as the moon moves away from the 

sun. 

 

April 2015 

Locally, April was a mild month with an average tem-

perature of 9.5OC. The maximum was 20.2 OC recorded 

on the 10th and minimum -0.9 OC on the 27th. There was 

below average rainfall with 22mm recorded over the 

whole month. Although, unsettled at the start of the 

month there was plenty of sunshine and the mean baro-

metric pressure was high at 1020mb. Winds were not a 

major feature for most of the month but local gusts of 

24mph and 30mph were recorded on the 1st and 12th 

respectively.  

 

May 2015 

May was a mixed month with some heavy rainfall. The 

average temperature for the month was 11.4 OC with a 

high of 21.5 OC recorded on the 11th and a low of 0.7 OC 

on the 1st. Locally recorded monthly rainfall was 55mm 

with heavy rainfall on the 3rd, 8th and 29th accounting for 

nearly 60% of this total. The unsettled nature of the 

month was reflected in an average barometric pressure 

of 1000mb. Winds were predominantly from the West 

and whilst moderate a gust of 33mph was recorded on 

the 5th.  

 

June 2105 

The month started with a deep low pressures system 

positioned to the West of Scotland resulting in rain and 

strong winds, gusting between 30-35mph. Overall,  

rather unseasonable for the start of summer. The 

weather became quieter from the 3rd onwards. Average 

temperature for the month was 15 OC with a positively 

balmy high of 30 OC recorded on the 30th and a mini-

mum of 4.9 OC on the 7th. Average barometric pressure 

for the month was 1018mb. 

Weather summary: Tim Hartshorne 

Measurements from vantage pro2 weather station and cross checked with local Met 

Office data. 
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July 2015 

The high temperatures continued into early July with heat 

and health alerts issues, especially for the south. Mean 

temperature for the month was modest at 16.6 OC but 

high temperatures were recorded for the first 4 days with 

a maximum of 34.7 OC on the 1st. Thunderstorms oc-

curred overnight between the 3rd and 4th with 16.6mm of 

rain recorded locally. Temperatures were generally 

cooler for the rest of the month ranging between highs of 

15-23 OC, although the 10th reached 28 OC. Very heavy 

rainfall of 19.8mm was recorded on the 26th associated 

with a vigorous low pressure system sweeping from the 

west. Locally recorded rainfall for the month was approxi-

mately 70mm. Mean barometric pressure was 1012mb 

and winds breezy at times with a maximum gust of 

29mph on the 21st. 

August 2015 

August was mixed month some warmer days but 

also some days with heavy rain. The average tem-

perature for the month was 16.8oC with a maximum 

of 29.3oC recorded on the 22nd and a minimum of 

8.5oC on the 16th. Heavy rain was recorded on the 

24th and 31st  resulting in the Bank holiday Monday 

being a washout with 11.4mm recorded locally. 

Winds were not a particular feature this month with 

a maximum gust recorded on the 4th of 24mph. The 

mean barometric pressure was 1012mb. 

 

Looking at our records for the 23rd of May 1995 Doreen 

had recorded a large swarm of bees that had formed on 

our neighbours’ chimney pot. The next morning the 

swarm had reformed as a large heart shaped mass low 

down on one of our back garden trees. The “waggle 

dance” was noted. The swarm left (again unnoticed) 

about midday. We later heard that at the same time 

there had been another swarm in a garden about five 

houses away. 

 

I was very surprised to find a large swarm of bees in the 

Rowan tree in my front garden. I saw it about 11am. It 

probably arrived early that morning; .  

It was a long oval shape (about 50 cms long) hanging 

from a slender branch. (Jan told me that my swarm was 

not particularly large) The shape changed slowly; becom-

ing fatter over the next day.  

 

Close up it could be seen that the majority of the bees 

were motionless, except a small number were active in 

coming and going, possibly performing the “waggle 

dance” when back on the swarm. The bees stayed in 

position through the following day leaving late Sunday 

morning.  

Weather continued 

Bee Swarm  
Cosby Friday 8th May 2015 : Peter Thompson 
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CRICKETS 

The Roesel’s Bush Cricket, Metrioptera roeselii, is the 

most attractive and colourful of this group in Rutland.  

However, crickets are easier to identify by sight, because 

they are each individually shaped. Furthermore, all this 

tribe have the long antennae (sometimes longer than the 

body).  Additionally, the females have a long ovipositor.  

The pronotum is therefore not so important in identifica-

tion. 

Oak Bush Cricket, Meconema thalassinum 

The distribution maps show that this species is widely, 

but thinly spread in Rutland.  The reason: this cricket 

does not stridulate, and spends most of its time in the 

foliage of trees (of many types). It is described as 

“entirely arboreal”.  It does drum with its legs on leaves, 

but this is rarely discernible.  

Habitat: A wide range of broad-leaved trees, in woodland, 

gardens and hedgerows. 

 

Dark Bush Cricket, Pholidoptera griseoaptera 

Widespread and locally common!  The distribution maps 

show thinly spread colonies.  This cricket does not fly, 

resulting in the species not expanding.  However, where 

they exist, they are constant. Easily found during the day, 

sunning themselves on leaves of shrubs, particularly 

bramble.   

Stridulation:  Can be heard day or night, with brisk, short 

chirps, usually from low vegetation. Much more interest-

ing, is when males gather together, in chorus. 

Habitat: Inhabits bramble thickets, scrub, hedgerows, 

woodland edge, nettle beds, ditches. 

 

Roesel’s Bush Cricket, Metrioptera roeselii 

Extremely common and widespread!  It is an incredible, 

successful coloniser.   The first appearance in Rutland 

was on 1st August 2001, at Rutland Water, Egleton re-

serve.  In 2003 the real expansion began, and today this 

beautiful cricket is literally everywhere.  How do they 

spread so quickly and set up new colonies?   In response 

to over-crowding, some individuals (males and females)  

 

develop extra-long wings (Macropterous).    Eventually, 

this form will take off, and fly like a bird to pastures new, 

and set up colonies elsewhere. This marvel of nature is 

well documented; which some of our survey team have 

witnessed!    ‘Netting’ or catching in bug pots is essen-

tial during survey work to determine the approx. number 

of the Macropterous form. 

Stridulation:  Constant high-pitched buzzing, with no 

deviation, sounding like electric power cables.  The 

colonies are very large, and listening through the bat-

detector to masses of males is quite extraordinary.  Of-

ten this is so loud that it masks the songs of other spe-

cies.  Note: Crickets stridulate by rubbing their wings 

together.  Experiments have proved that the frequency 

of the male long winged form’s stridulating is un-

affected; it is no different from the normal winged!  

Habitat:  Any tall, rough   grasses/nettles, in farm fields, 

roadside verges, damp corners in rough herbage on 

river banks, quarries.  Hay fields on nature reserves.  

“The rougher the better”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Status of the Orthoptera in Rutland, 2015 : Phil Rudkin 
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Roesel’s Bush Cricket (male)  

Macropterous form of Roesel’s Bush Cricket (male)  



 

Long-winged Conehead,  Conocephalus discolor 

Common and widespread!  Yet another successful colo-

niser.   The first appearance in Rutland was on the 15th 

August 2003, on the Egleton reserve, at Rutland Water.   

This lovely green (sometimes brown) bush cricket did not 

spread so rapidly as the Roesel’s, and have not reached 

the amazing large numbers of the latter.    Nevertheless, 

the distribution maps show a widespread picture in Rut-

land, particularly at both Rutland Water nature reserves. 

Stridulation: Another mnemonic of mine is that the song 

is like a consistent chugging tractor.  Our local name for it 

is “the tractor sound”. 

Habitat:  Very similar habitat to that of Roesel’s Bush 

Cricket, including coarse, dry and damp grasslands; colo-

nies often singing side by side.   

 

 

 

 

Short-winged Conehead, Conocephalus dorsalis 

Locally common, around the Rutland Water complex.  

With only one site at the extreme south of Rutland.  An-

other coloniser; first appearance on 13th September 

2007, found on the damp verges of the Hambleton Pen-

insular Road.   Numbers vary from season to season, 

occasionally very low. 

Very tricky to separate the two Coneheads when found 

together, practice is needed! 

Stridulation:  Very much like the Long-winged Cone-

head.  The Short-winged Conehead has distinct differ-

ences, such as the song has more of a scraping quality.   

And the regular winding down of the stridulating at inter-

vals is diagnostic of this species.  It has been described 

in field guides as reminiscent of the old knife grinders’ 

wheel. 

Habitat: Inland it is found in reed beds, bogs and other 

damp areas.  Rough herbage in damp corners, and 

near ponds.  Note; the word damp is used in these de-

scriptions, thereby restricting the spread of this Bush 

Cricket away from wet areas. 

 

 

 

The Status of the Orthoptera in Rutland, 2015  continued 
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Long-winged Conehead (female) 

Long-winged Conehead (male) 

Short-winged Conehead (female) 

Short-winged Conehead (female) 



 

Speckled Bush Cricket, Leptophyes punctatissima 

Common and widespread!   Until the extended use of the 

mini Bat-Detectors from 1998, this speckled creature was 

regarded as uncommon.   Bat- detectors are essential to 

the location of this flightless Bush Cricket, (set at 35 to 40 

kHz).   Large colonies exist in woodland, scrub, hedge-

rows, and particularly in the trees and shrubs of Garden 

Centres.   It is now one of our most numerous orthop-

teran species.  

Stridulation:  Flightless, with tiny wings, therefore the 

songs can only be heard with the use of the bat-detector, 

at 35 to 40 kHz.  This comes over as a series of short 

clicks, nothing else like this sound in Rutland. Mainly 

heard high in trees, occasionally lower in shrubs. 

Habitat: Open woodland, hedgerows, scrub, hedgerow 

trees, Garden Centres, shrubs and trees in private gar-

dens.  

 

 

MNEMONIC:  The art of memorising.   STRIDULATE: 

The songs; Grasshoppers rub their back legs over 

their forewings.  Crickets rub their wings together (one 

over the other). 

GROUNDHOPPERS 

 

These tiny hoppers have no stridulating mechanism.  

Consequently, they are very under-recorded. They over 

winter as adults or nymphs, and occasionally are found 

active on warm, winter days.   

 

Slender Groundhopper, Tetrix  subulata  

Hard to find!  Tiny, does not stridulate.   The Rutland 

distribution maps show that they are widespread in the 

south.  Swims and flies well. 

Habitat: Bare mud, in wet or damp places, such as 

ditches, pond margins and wet, rushy fields.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Groundhopper, Tetrix undulata 

This tiny hopper does not fly, and does not stridulate, 

but swims well. Fewer records than Slender Ground-

hopper. The distribution maps show scattered sightings 

in Rutland. 

Habitat: Bare soil in woodland rides and clearings, 

quarries and heathlands. 
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Speckled Bush Cricket (female). Image: Becky Corby 

Speckled Bush Cricket (male) 

Slender Groundhopper 



 

GRASSHOPPERS 

 

Common Green Grasshopper, Omocestus viridulus 

Not so common as it used to be!   Some authorities have 

suggested that it has declined in recent years due to the 

amazing spread, and large colonies of the Lesser Marsh 

Grasshopper, with which it shares similar habitats.   Loss 

of habitat should also be considered.   Therefore it is en-

couraged to get to grips with its song 

Stridulation:  This is distinctive, with a reeling song last-

ing for 10 to 20 seconds, starting softly, and building up 

to a loud climax, then ending abruptly.    This species is 

one of the earliest grasshoppers to mature, and the 

stridulating can sometimes be heard as early as late 

May. 

Habitat: Long sward in old grassland, damp meadows, 

and woodland rides, hillsides with streams and gullies. 

 

Field Grasshopper, Chorthippus brunneus 

Widespread and locally common!  Until 2010 this species 

was regarded as under-recorded.   Then a big effort was 

made in 2011 (in readiness for distribution maps), to 

catch and identify these grasshoppers.    This fieldwork 

was successful, resulting in an upgrade in their distribu-

tion and numbers in Rutland.    

Stridulation: Quiet song, not very attractive, with two brief 

chirps a second, with short gaps.  

Habitat:  Most often found in small, loose colonies on 

patches of bare earth, and amongst short vegetation.  

Also, can be found in bare patches on roadside verges. 

Field signs are that they are good flyers, then settle down 

a short distance, allowing time to ‘net’ or catch in a bug 

pot.  It is our only grasshopper to have a dense, hairy 

underside on the thorax.  A great clincher for identifica-

tion!  

This species has an amazing ability to match the colour 

of its surroundings.  This colour matching is determined 

in an early instar, and then stays with this hopper for the 

rest of the season. 

 

Meadow Grasshopper, Chorthippus parallelus 

Widespread and extremely common! This is the ar-

chetypical Grasshopper of our youth, the song heard 

on TV and Radio (backing countryside and wildlife 

programmes).    

Stridulation:  Short, rapid bursts of 1 to 3 seconds, 

repeated spasmodically. 

Habitat: Grasslands of all sorts, particularly ungrazed 

and rough dampish pasture, and long, rank grassland.  

In some grasslands, they are in their hundreds, flitting 

around the grasses and vegetation.   
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Meadow Grasshopper (female nymph) 

Field Grasshopper 



 

Lesser Marsh Grasshopper, Chorthippus albomargina-

tus 

Widespread and common!  This colonist from the south-

coast was first discovered in Rutland on 7th September 

1997, at Gorsefield, Oakham, by Phil Rudkin.  Since then 

this very successful species has spread rapidly into all 

parts of Rutland.  

Stridulation: Short, sharp rapid clicks.  But the courtship 

song is amazing, it is a series of drawn out phrases that 

end in a long ‘chuffing’ sound. My own mnemonic is that 

it sounds like a distant lorry attempting to start the en-

gine, again and again, then eventually gives up.  How-

ever it sounds to the listener, it is a sure way to identify 

courtship pairs, which is very helpful for survey estimates. 

Habitat: Long, rank grasses in meadows and pastures, 

and marshy margins.  Also, in rough grasses/herbage, 

in odd corners of farm fields. 

Grasshopper identification:  One of the most impor-

tant id features is the PRONOTUM.  This is the large, 

saddle like plate behind the head.   

These are diagnostic to each species!  Furthermore, 

since the advent of digital photography, images can be 

taken, and it is crucial that where possible, be sure to 

take a photograph of the pronotum, if you are sending 

the image to a recorder for identification.  

 

The Status of the Orthoptera in Rutland, 2015  continued 
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Meadow Grasshopper (purple variety) 

Lesser Marsh Grasshopper,  

Notice board 

In the issue 100 of this Newsletter, I said that, apart from the completed Newsletter runs in the New Walk Museum 

and Record Office, I was planning to make one up for the Leicestershire and Rutland Environmental Records Centre 

at County Hall.   But there are still many issues missing –- 8, 9, 55, 58, 71, 72, 74-79, 82, 83, 95, 99 and 100.   So, if 

any members have copies of these that they no longer require, please could they get in touch. Tel: 0116-2552558          

Issues of Newsletter required:  Jan Dawson 

The Joint Lecture with the Parent Body 

Title and speaker:  Bird Migration by Professor Ian Newton OBE FRS FRSE 

Date:     Monday 25th January 2016 at 7.30 p.m. 

Venue:    Art Gallery, New Walk Museum, Leicester. 



 

Peter Thompson was our guide for the first meeting of 

the Summer Programme at Brandon Marsh near Coven-

try on Saturday11th April.  We were lucky to have a 

pleasant, sunny afternoon as we wandered through the 

reserve, which is now managed by Warwickshire Wildlife 

Trust. 

 

Originally farmland, the site suffered subsidence due to 

coal mining in the 1940s, and this caused the riverside 

meadows to flood, and then the area of marshland was 

extended by sand and gravel extraction up to the 1980s. 

Now this SSSI site covers 92 hectares of lakes, reed-

beds, woods and meadowland, creating the ideal setting 

for numerous wetland birds. 

 

We strolled contentedly from hide to hide, building up a 

good list of sightings  of wetland birds ;-redshank, gad-

wall, shoveler, great crested grebe, teal and lapwing to 

name a few, plus it was good to see the recently arrived 

sand martins and swallows whizzing continuously over 

the pools. Of course the woodland birds were also in 

abundance. 

 

The highlight of the day, however, has to be the osprey 

that had flown in that day and had taken up residence in 

a dead tree close to one of the hides. We watched for 

ages as it feasted on a huge fish held tightly in its claws. 

Many photographs of it were attempted, though it 

proved to be just a little too far to allow a good photo-

graph! (Apparently it stayed in that tree, or thereabouts 

for another twenty four hours and then went on its way. 

(Obviously a good spot to break its journey!!)    

 

Our final bird count for the day totalled 42 different spe-

cies. A good day, we felt! 

 

Brandon Marsh Nature Reserve: Raita Hayes 
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Heron.  Image : Peter Thompson 

Marsh Marigold.  Image: Pouran.Khodabakhsh 

Also in the grounds of Brandon Marsh Nature Reserve 

Can any one identify the fungi??  Image: Pouran.Khodabakhsh 



 

Leicestershire and Rutland Bat Group formally came into be-

ing in 1985, and thus this year is 30 years old.  As a member 

for those 30 years, (and equally Jan Dawson who is the last 

founder member still to be with the Bat Group) I have seen 

many changes in the way bats are surveyed and recorded in 

the two counties.   

 

In 1981 for the first time all British bat species received full 

legal protection through the enactment of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981.  In the wake of this, a number of lead-

ing authorities on bats, who were already working in bat con-

servation, set themselves the task of ensuring that all English 

counties, plus Scotland and Wales, had an active bat group.  

Although several counties already had bat groups, Leicester-

shire and Rutland did not.  Dr Robert Stebbings came to 

Leicester University to talk about bats and the need for a 

group to actively record and promote the interests of bats and 

in 1984 interested naturalists began to come together with 

the aim of studying and protecting bats and their roosts.  In 

1985 Leicestershire Bat Group was formally constituted as 

part of Leicestershire and Rutland Trust for Nature Conserva-

tion (later to become Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife 

Trust).  

 

At the time that the Bat Group was formed 15 species of bats 

were listed as occurring in Britain, and only seven of these 

had been recorded in Leicestershire and Rutland.  These 

were: a single species of Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus, 

the Brown Long-eared bat Plecotus auritus, Daubenton’s bat 

Myotis daubentonii,, Natterer’s M. nattereri, Whiskered bat M. 

mystacinus, Noctule Nyctalus noctula and the rare Bar-

bastelle Barbastella barbastellus.  These would all have been 

found roosting in trees or built structures or possibly shot in 

flight so that they could be identified, since at that time bat 

detector development was in its infancy; it had only been dis-

covered in 1938 by two American scientists that bats used 

echo-location to find their way at night and to hunt for their 

insect prey. 

 

The Bat Group soon acquired several of the new, hand-held 

bat detectors that had just become available at a reasonable 

price, and members became active visiting suitable habitats 

to hear and see bats, which sometimes led to the discovery  

 

of roost sites.  Responding to requests for informa-

tion and visits to householders who found that they 

had bats in their property also led to the discovery 

of bat roosts, and a project to survey church 

porches soon showed that churches were important 

places for bats.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slowly, new species were added to the list for 

Leicestershire and Rutland and the list has nearly 

doubled in the last 30 years.  The first addition was 

Bats and bat watching in Leicestershire and Rutland: Jenny Harris  
(Leicestershire and Rutland Bat Group) 
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Barbastelle in crevice.  image: Dr. Susan Tebby 

Barbastelle, Mineral line.  Image: Gary Gray 



 

Brandt’s bat Myotis brandtii, when a distressed male 

bat was found ‘grounded’ in a building on Frog Island 

by Valerie Hennessey in 1989.  This species was only 

separated from Whiskered bat in 1970, and although 

not considered to be rare nationally, only one maternity 

roost has ever been found in Leicestershire, by Bob 

Stebbings, and it was not until 2013 that a second 

grounded bat was identified by Joelle Bryan at Rutland 

Water.   

 

A photograph that came into the author’s possession in 

the 1980s, which had been taken in 1974, showed a 

bat that had been labelled as Natterer’s bat.  However, 

it was soon identified as a Leisler’s bat Nyctalus 

leisleri; and so a second new species was added to the 

list.  A maternity colony was found in a house in Roe-

cliffe in 1995, confirming its breeding presence in the 

county. 

 

The most extraordinary new find was that of a Greater 

Horseshoe bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum. This bat 

was discovered during an underground survey of the 

old mine at Brown’s Hill Quarry by Janice Whittington 

and the author.  The species’ distribution is in the south 

and west of Britain so this particular bat was so far out 

of its normal range that at first we were not believed, 

until a local expert confirmed its identity.  Even 

stranger, a second bat was found at another underground 

site near Ashby-de-la-Zouch in 1992 by John Mousley.  

The Brown’s Hill bat was seen regularly each autumn until 

2003 but no further Greater Horseshoe bats have been 

found in the Midlands. 

 

A second new species was added to the list in 1992, 

when Jan Dawson responded to a call to rescue a 

grounded bat in a high-rise block of flats in the St. Mat-

thew’s area of Leicester.  This long-eared bat looked 

rather different to the Brown Long-eared bats we were 

familiar with, and was tentatively identified as a Grey Long

-eared Plecotus austriacus, another species with a very 

southerly distribution.  Bob Stebbings was so intrigued 

that he made a detour on his way to Scotland to confirm 

the identity of this female bat, which Jan had named 

Griselda (the grey lady).  

 

Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus was added, not 

only to the local list but to the world list, of bat species 

when it was separated from Common Pipistrelle in 1999 

following echo-location analysis and DNA sequencing.  A 

third pipistrelle species, Nathusius’ Pipistrelle P. nathusii , 

was discovered in Rutland in 2005.  The author and Ian 

Howden, of the Bat Group, were surveying bats in Burley 

Wood on the north shore of Rutland Water; when he ana-

lysed his recordings Ian found a single Nathusius’ Pipis-

trelle had been foraging nearby.  In 2006 we were able to 

confirm that the bats were using the wood and a maternity 

roost was discovered in 2007.  Only three other maternity 

roosts for this species have been recorded in Great Brit-

ain; there are additional roosts in Northern Ireland.  In 

2014, during a project to catch and record Nathusius’ 

Pipistrelle in three Midland counties (Nottinghamshire, 

Derbyshire and VC55) two male Nathusius’ Pipistrelles 

were caught and ringed at Rutland Water, and it was 

really a great experience finally to have one in my hand. 

Thirteen species have now formally been recorded in 

Leicestershire and Rutland, through the efforts of the Bat 

Group and friends.  What new species could turn up next?  

The most likely candidate is the Serotine Eptesicus serot-

inus, and a number of detector recordings have been sub-

mitted to the Leicestershire and Rutland Records Centre 

that may be of this species.  

Bats and bat watching in Leicestershire and Rutland continued 
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Brandt’s bat.  Image: Garry Gray 



 

However, their echo-location calls are very like those of 

Noctule and Leisler’s and I shall prefer to wait until we have 

a bat in the hand or seen clearly in a roost site.  And who 

knows what climate change may bring our way.  These 

continue to be exciting times for bat-watcher and research-

ers.  

 

 

 

*Bats belong to the Order Chiroptera, meaning ‘hand 

wing’, and are the only mammals to have developed 

flight, a form of behaviour that unifies all species in 

the Order. 

Bats and bat watching in Leicestershire and Rutland continued 
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SOLUTION TO NATURAL HISTORY CROSSWORD IN NEWSLETTER 100:  
Set by Chiroptera 

Face view. Image; Lorna Griffiths 

Left;Soprano Pipistrelle         Right:Nathusius’ pipistrelle  

Back view. Image: Lorna Griffiths 

Left; Nathusius’ pipistrelle               Right;Soprano Pipistrelle

  



 

In August 2014, at short notice, we headed to Great Yar-

mouth for a few days with a view to joining the Norfolk 

Wildlife Trust and visiting some of their sites. 

 

On the way we stopped at Cavenham and Tuddenham 

Heaths in Breckland hopefully to see some of the famous 

Breckland flora but the weather and timing were against 

us.  What we did see to our utmost joy was a small flock 

of about 30 Stone Curlews. We had good views and 

were able to watch them flying about and feeding for 

about an hour (but not close enough to photograph). Ap-

parently they congregate on these heathlands before 

migrating south for the winter.  The irony was that the 

Stone Curlew was top of my “must see” list on a bird 

watching holiday to Mallorca in the spring but we only 

saw two sleeping under hedges in the far distance, al-

though there were plenty around because we could hear 

their striking display calls at night from the marsh behind 

our hotel! 

 

The second day was spent at Hickling Broad where we 

enjoyed a feast of birds: waders, wildfowl, Great Egrets, 

Marsh Harriers and a real treat, a small group of Cranes 

flying overhead giving their bugle-like call as they 

passed.  A previous visit to Hickling in 2013 had been 

earlier in the season and we had seen Swallowtail But-

terflies and also their larvae feeding on the food plant, 

Milk-parsley, restricted in Britain to East Anglian fens and 

the Norfolk broads.  

We had also climbed the viewing platform to tree-top 

height and watched Purple Hairstreak butterflies flut-

tering around us in the oak canopy. In 2014 we saw 

more dragonflies including Emerald Damselfly, Ruddy 

and Common Darters, Black-tailed Skimmers and an 

Emperor Dragonfly which rightly or wrongly we saved 

at least briefly from drowning. The plants were im-

pressive too - especially the Marsh Sow-thistle, more 

than 2 metres tall. A fabulous day was rounded off by 

watching the seals that had come to watch the swim-

mers at Horsey Dunes. 

 

Our next destination was Upton Broad and Marshes, 

one of the best sites in England for dragonflies, more 

than 20 species having been recorded.  We were too 

late in the season for some of specialities but we saw 

enormous numbers of Southern and Migrant Hawk-

ers, Ruddy and Common Darters and a variety of blue 

damselflies. A Wall Butterfly was a 

A week in Norfolk : Hazel Graves 
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Emerald Dragonfly 

Emperor Dragonfly 

Swallowtail caterpillar 



 

treat, not often seen in Leicestershire.  Also of particular 

interest were the Marsh Ferns, similarly not a Leicester-

shire species, being a base-rich fenland speciality. Marsh 

Lousewort was another treat, its pubescent calyx distin-

guishing it from Common Lousewort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That afternoon, at Winterton Dunes, we explored the ex-

tensive dune system, unusual in having many similarities 

to acidic Baltic dunes.  The long sandy beach where 

more than 300 pairs of Little Terns, the largest colony in 

the UK, breed earlier in the season is backed by Marram 

Grass covered dunes which grade into beautiful purple 

dune heath with an acidic flora, most noticeably Heather 

and Bell Heather with patches of Cross-leaved Heath in 

the damp dune slacks. The whole area was alive with 

Grayling butterflies – thousands of them, impossible to 

photograph as they are so well camouflaged and always 

pitch with their wings closed. There were large patches of 

Hare’s-foot Clover, Sheep’s-bit and Sand Sedge.  

The fourth day, skirting the historic sites of Yarmouth, 

including some of the best preserved medieval walls 

in England, Grey Friars, a medieval cathedral and a 

Georgian harbour river front, we headed to the River 

Yare Estuary.  We had superb views of the usual es-

tuarine birds, Curlew, Godwits, Redshank etc, but in 

pouring rain so no photos! 

Barton Broad was our next destination. Again superb 

numbers of dragonflies, but the biggest thrill was the 

huge clump of Royal Fern by the boardwalk. Another 

fern not easily seen in Leicestershire. It was quite two 

metres tall, with fertile and infertile fronds. We were 

able to get good views of Southern and Migrant 

Hawkers for comparison in the nearby hedgerows 

and were delighted by the large clumps of Tansy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was followed by a trip to Martham Broad where 

we were rewarded with Marsh Harriers and dozens of 

the usual dragon and damselflies. 

A week in Norfolk  continued 
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The final morning was spent on the beach and dunes in 

front of the hotel at the Northern end of Yarmouth.  There 

were more Graylings, and Common Blues. The plants, 

each in their rightful position between shore-line and the 

top of the beach included Prickly Saltwort actually on the 

shore-line, Sea Holly, Sea Sandwort with its pagoda-like 

stems and pea-like fruits, one of the Polypodys,  Resthar-

row, and so on. The actual shore-line was alive with 

Dunlin and Ringed Plovers flitting backwards and for-

wards as we walked along the deserted beach, whilst the 

seals watched us.  The colony of Little Terns that breed 

on this beach had flown and were not apparent that 

morning but previous evening walks along the beach had 

been accompanied by their continuous flying and circling 

overhead.  

 

Our final destination was back to the estuary after visiting 

Burgh Castle, one of the most impressive Roman sites in 

Britain. The fort walls are about 4 metres tall and enclose 

grassland easily the size of two football pitches with 

Meadow Browns on Ragwort. The usual estuarine birds 

were again observed:  godwits, curlews, redshanks and 

so on but the tide was not right for close views. We did 

see a wheatear (already on passage?) but I was really 

thrilled to see a patch of Marsh Mallow, a plant which I 

had never seen before, pretty pink flowers and beautiful 

grey-green downy leaves. 

 

On the way home we visited Thompson Common, 

famous for its “pingos”, a series of around 400 post-

glacial depressions.  The Common is a mixture of 

woodland, wildflower meadows and wetlands. Drag-

onflies were much in evidence again. We watched a 

group of Common Hawkers ovipositing on the 

muddy edge of a pingo.  Most impressive were the 

large clumps of Tussock Sedge. Years ago these 

were apparently dried and use as stools. 

 

 

There is a lot to see in Norfolk!  

A week in Norfolk continued 
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I enjoyed the Section visit to Evington Shady Lane Arbo-

retum.   Russell was an excellent leader and demon-

strated an impressive knowledge of the various intro-

duced and native trees.  I had visited the site before and 

had been very frustrated that most of the trees don’t carry 

labels which, to me, renders an Arboretum uninformative 

and rather pointless.   It was a pleasure to have a guided 

tour and to learn so much in a short time. 

I had come prepared to collect any early season fungi but 

I was not very optimistic as the grassy areas are rather 

coarse and unmanaged, which does not favour grassland 

fungi.   However, I was soon called over to look at some 

tiny white species spotted by a sharp-eyed member.  

They were growing under an Ash tree and I was able to 

identify them as Psathyrella candolleana, known as the 

Pale Brittlestem, a very common toadstool that appears 

in late summer, though they would have been much lar-

ger had the conditions not been so dry.   It was noted 

again later at several other locations. 

The next find was one of mine, though I would not have 

seen it had I not been on my knees looking at the Brit-

tlestems.  It was one of the Inkcap group of fungi - an 

uncommon one called Coprinellus hiascens.  I had seen 

it only once before, and we have only a few other records 

in Leicestershire so I was pleased to find the small 

single specimen. 

The next species drawn to my attention was a group 

of tiny Deceivers, Laccaria laccata, almost hidden in 

the grasses.  These were much smaller than usual 

but this is a very variable species, hence the common 

name.  And nearby I found a small group of the 

Brown Haycap, Panaeolina foenisecii.  This is a dull 

brown species that becomes paler as it dries out.  It is 

one of those that is suspected of containing hallucino-

genic chemicals and therefore should not be col-

lected, though it can only be reliably confirmed at 

home by microscopic examination of the spores. 

The final species, again found by others, was one of 

the more obscure Earthballs, Scleroderma areolatum.  

The outer skin has small brown spots, each with a 

pale surround, which gives us the English name 

Leopard Earthball. 

These were my first finds of the 2015 autumn season, 

and a timely reminder to get out into our woodlands to 

see what other species were appearing. 

tween the brook and St. Denys shows signs of ridge 

and furrow cultivation. 

 

The City Council bought the land in 1970 and planted 

a huge variety of trees during the following 3 years. 

George Page was involved with this. More recently 

and today it is planted with memorial trees. As a re-

sult we now have a fascinating collection of hardy 

trees, native and introduced from Europe, Asia and 

North America, set in parkland, the herbage of which 

is now harvested annually. The 1970s plantings in-

clude collections of different species of Ash Fraxinus, 

Lime Tilia, Maple Acer, Poplar Populus, Elm Ulmus, 

Oak Quercus and conifer (Gymnosperm), and a small 

collection of fruit trees (Rosaceae). It is informative to 

see just how much growth trees can make in such a 

relatively short time. Many of the specimens are now 

too crowded. 

When Jan asked me early in 2015 if I would be willing to 

lead one of our section meetings here, I was delighted. 

Having walked dogs there frequently for the last 37 years I 

thought I knew it well and it would be a joy to share my 

pleasure in it with others.  However, when I started to look 

more carefully at the trees, further investigation was 

needed! 

 

The arboretum is bounded on the East by Shady Lane with 

Stoughton Farm just across the road; on the south by Gar-

tree Road which runs along the course of the Via Devana; 

on the West by Leicestershire Golf Club, founded in 1890; 

and on the North by St. Denys, Evington, and the site of a 

moated house (Piggy’s Hollow). It was used to house pris-

oners of war during WW2 and then as part of Gartree riding 

school. Evington Brook bisects the site from east to west 

and there is evidence of an earlier dam.  The rectangle be-

Early Fungi at Evington Arboretum : Richard Iliffe 

Shady Lane Arboretum : Russell Parry 

Page 16 



 

Here is a brief mention of some of the more notable trees: 

 

Plane Platanus:  There is a fine Oriental Plane Platanus 

orientalis by the car park, and next to it a London Plane 

Platanus x hispanica, a hybrid between oriental and Ameri-

can species, believed to have arisen accidentally in Oxford 

c.1670. The genus bears separate male and female catkins 

(the round bobbles) on the same branch. The famous bark 

shedding may enable it to survive city pollution – trees in 

Berkeley Square are 250 year old. 

 

Hornbeam Carpinus betulus:  Many of this species bor-

der the Gartree Road. Native only in southern Britain, hav-

ing arrived c.2500BC, it produces the hardest wood that 

can be grown in Europe. 

 

Oak Quercus:  A 1947 survey revealed that 1/3 of all Brit-

ish trees were Oaks. Because of their clusters of buds at 

the end of twigs, in the open they have a low growing, 

spreading habit, but in woods competition can create more 

upright, taller trees. The Arboretum has Pedunculate Oak 

Quercus robur, the Midlands commonest Oak; at least one 

of its hybrid, Quercus x rosacea, with Sessile Oak Quercus 

petraea; a bewildering array of other European and Ameri-

can Oaks and some of their hybrids. 

 

Ash Fraxinus:  The flowers can be male, female or her-

maphrodite with sometimes all 3 types on the same tree. 

Just west of the car park there are at least six species in-

cluding two weeping forms of our own Fraxinus excelsior. 

 

Limes Tilia:  The bast tissue from just beneath the outer 

bark was highly valued for making ropes, bindings and 

even coarse clothing. The usual cultivation was to coppice, 

and Small-leaved Limes Tilia cordata treated like this can 

be over 1000 years old. We have some fine old stools in 

Owston Wood. Between the car park and the golf course 

there are at least 2 species and several hybrids, and there 

is a superb mature Small-leaved Lime on the southern 

edge of St. Denys churchyard. 

 

Wild Cherries Prunus avium continue to sow 

themselves amongst the Limes.  

 

Elms Ulmus:  Elm timber is unusual in having an 

interlocked grain. Logs cannot be split lengthwise. 

Hence its use for wheel hubs and chair seats. When 

the spokes or legs are driven home, the Elm will not 

split. Before the beetle and fungus, trunks grew to 

great size and hence its use for keels, water mains 

and troughs. Some species now survive solely be-

cause of their suckering habit. In Britain many sub-

tle variants have evolved since the last ice age, but 

it declined once Neolithic farmers settled here. In 

1964 Hubert Edlin wrote, “with us Dutch Elm dis-

ease has now died down and young Elms of surviv-

ing strains may be safely planted again”! Several 

British and imported species grow in the southern 

arm. 

 

There are some fine examples of imported conifers 

(Gymnosperms):  Dawn Cypress Metasequoia 

glyptostroboides, a graceful, deciduous conifer, 

was known only from fossil records until discovered 

in China in 1941. There are good specimens 

planted in several locations. Sequoia Sequoiaden-

dron giganteum -  known in the wild only from Cali-

fornia, the largest living example, the world’s largest 

tree (The General Sherman) is c.2,500 years old, 

275 feet tall, 102 feet in circumference, holds 

52,000 cubic feet of timber and weighs c.2000 tons. 

Shady Lane Arboretum continued 
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Wych Elm Ulmus glabra inflorescence 



 

Western Red Cedar Thuja plicata is used in British for-

estry, but can become a very invasive pest as in the 

western end of Owston Wood. x Cuprocyparis leylandii 

Lawson’s Cypress, which can cause conflicts amongst 

gardening neighbours. Douglas Fir Pseudotsuga men-

ziesii, has distinctive cones with 3-pronged, snake’s-

tongue bracts. Larches (Larix decidua and L. 

Kaempferi) and their hybrid Laryx x marschlinsii. No-

ble Fir Abies procera with its huge cones which gradu-

ally shed their scales to leave a bare erect spike. Cedar 

Cedrus species. 

 

Alder Alnus:  Hosts nitrogen fixing bacteria. The timber 

is good for clog and charcoal making. The native species 

Alnus glutinosa, and the Grey Alder Alnus incana of 

strongly suckering habit, grow here.  

 

Poplars Populus: The name apparently comes from the 

Greek ‘papaillo’ meaning to shake. This comes about 

because of the flattened leaf stalk (petiole), which causes 

the leaf to flutter in even a slight breeze. They are distin-

guished from all other trees by their random leaf veining. 

Freshly felled timber is full of water, but once dried it be-

comes very light and ideal for matches. Edlin says “The 

number of known clones runs into hundreds, and few 

botanists recognise them all”! The several varieties 

planted here include a powerfully suckering form of Grey 

Poplar Populus x canescens and some recently 

planted Aspen Populus tremula. 

 

Maples Acer: Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus is now 

one of our hardiest trees unyet considered by some to be 

a more recent (500+ years ago) introduction than many. 

Other specimens are grouped just southwest of St. De-

nys and include Norway Maple, very popular for its bril-

liant lime-green spring flowers and autumn colour; Cap-

padocian Maple Acer cappadocicum, another suckerer 

but this one producing brilliant yellow autumnal foliage; 

Italian Maple Acer opalus with its very blunt leaf teeth; 

the trifoliate Chosen Maple A. triflorum; the Silver Ma-

ple A. saccharinum; and there are many ornamentals 

bred for their leaf form and colour.  

 

The deciduous exotics are mostly to the south of St. 

Denys and include the Indian Bean Tree Catalpa big-

nonioides with its huge, stinking leaves; Liquidambar, 

Liquidambar styraciflua  usually planted for its dra-

matic autumn colour; Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipif-

era, Golden Rain Koelreuteria paniculata flowering in 

August; Caucasian Wingnut Pterocarya fraxinifolia 

an extremely invasive suckerer; Handkerchief Tree 

Davidia involucrata cherished for its huge white flower 

bracts; Hop Hornbeam Ostrya carpinifolia – the 

bracts remind one of hops; Black Mulberry Morus ni-

gra and Judas Tree Cercis siliquastrum, a member 

of the Fabaceae with pink flowers in late spring. 

 

 

 

 

Trees here from the rose family (rosaceae) include cul-

tivated apples, grafted pears, plums, cherries and sev-

eral Sorbus genera such as Rowan Sorbus aucuparia 

and various Whitebeams (S. aria, intermedia, com-

mixta, thibetica and thuringiaca). Both Black and 

Common Walnuts Juglans nigra and regia are 

planted just to the north of the car park. 

 

Shady Lane Arboretum continued 
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Tulip tree Liriodendron tulipifera flower 

Handkerchief tree Davidia involucrata in flower 



 

 

Enquiries indicate that the City council have no records 

of the planting, so I am preparing a detailed list with lo-

cations for the species represented by only a few 

plants, and anyone would be most welcome to a copy 

(russell.parry@gmail.com). 

Shady Lane Arboretum continued 
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Long-term members will be sad to hear of the death ear-

lier this year of Pat Evans, wife of our erstwhile Presi-

dent, Section member and leader of several very worth-

while field trips to out-of-the-way areas of our two coun-

ties, which she came to know so well. 

Pat was born in Leicester, educated at Loughborough 

High School and read Botany at Trinity College, Dublin.   

From 1975, she wrote weekly natural history columns for 

the Leicester Mercury and joined the staff of the Leices-

tershire Museums Service in 1978 as an ecological sur-

vey worker.   She was a member of the Recorders’ Com-

mittee responsible for the 1988 “Flora of Leicestershire”, 

which she edited jointly with the Rev. Tony Primavesi. 

In 1991, Pat and Ian retired to Nedd in the far north-west 

of Scotland and readers of our Newsletter will know of 

their botanical excursions throughout the huge wilder-

ness of their local parish of Assynt, resulting in the pub-

lication of a “Flora of Assynt” in 2002. 

Pat was also a founder member of the Loughborough 

Naturalists’ Club, serving both as Secretary and as Edi-

tor of their magazine “Heritage”.   She was a Trustee for 

the local Wildlife Trust and a member of it Conservation 

Committee, with a particular responsibility for the 

Charnwood Lodge Nature Reserve. 

Pat was an exceptional botanist, using her talents to 

both record and conserve the natural history of the two 

places she called home.   Her achievements are re-

markable: a life well lived, indeed. 

Hop Hornbeam Ostrya carpinifolia bracts 

Hop Hornbeam Ostrya carpinifolia catkin 

Liquidambar liquidambar styraciflua in autumn 
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